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“Recently, fly tying has become very sophisticated.  And master fly 

dressers, at the demos have raised the craft to a pinnacle of 

perfection.  It is great to watch … and yet, I wonder, are we not 

discouraging a handful of would-be beginners who believe their 

sausage fingers could not manipulate what is needed for a woven 

body?” 

“I was once shown some flies dressed by the great Skues.  I was 

astonished to see that he was not a neat and tidy dresser, more 

like me in my present cataract days.  “ 

“I do not criticise the Master Classes. I am filled with admiration.  

We should tell novices though that trout do not take an artificial 

fly because it has the right number of knee joints on its legs and 

the exact shade of eyeball in its heads.  No, Frost & Brown were 

right.  True, the fly must be basically right in colour and size, but 

the trout locks onto the natural fly by the way it behaves in or on 

the water.  In other words, a simple fly presented in the natural 

way, that does the business.  Fly dressing can be raised to a high 

level of craftsmanship but that has nothing to do with catching 

fish!” 

 

Extracts from “Letter to a Distant Friend” by Geoffrey Bucknall, 

‘Flydresser’, Spring 2006 
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Introduction 

Why Do We Need a Guild Fly Tying Awards Scheme? 

The Fly Dressers’ Guild exists to promote and encourage the art of fly dressing or fly tying.  We 

take “promoting” to have a two-fold meaning: inspiring more people to take an interest in our 

craft and helping them to become more knowledgeable and accomplished tiers.   

For individuals to improve as tiers, they need to be able to measure their progress.  The Guild 

Award Scheme provides Guild members with the opportunity to develop or reinforce their fly 

tying skills and test their progress against a consistent, national standard at three levels:  

Bronze, Silver and Gold.  

Participation is entirely voluntary.  No member or branch is under any obligation to take part.   

What are the Aims of the Awards Scheme? 

The aim of the Awards Scheme is to encourage members to develop and improve their fly 

tying skills at their own pace through a structured learning plan with progressive goals.  The 

Scheme is meant to be informative, enjoyable and encourage camaraderie and co-operation 

amongst those taking part.  In addition, it can also assist Branches and instructors in the 

planning and delivering of courses. 

There are three levels of awards:  Bronze, Silver and Gold.  Each level develops a series of 

techniques, with subsequent levels building on previous ones.   

A Bronze level tier must be able to use straightforward materials and techniques to tie a small 

number of simple flies of a sufficient quality and consistency that they could be shared with 

friends, i.e. “Flies that Catch”, as the title of the syllabus indicates.   

At Silver level, tiers must be able to tie a wider range of flies, using more complicated materials 

and techniques to produce more intricate patterns and closer representations of specific 

insects – hence the Silver Syllabus is called “Matching the Hatch”.  The degree of consistency 

and the standard of the techniques applied must be a clear step higher than at Bronze level.  

A Gold Level award signifies a highly accomplished fly tier, capable of demonstrating excellent 

application of a wide range of materials and techniques on a consistent basis across a variety 

of types of flies - “Flies to Frame” (or which should score highly in national and international 

fly tying competitions).  

The Process 

For Members of Guild Branches 

When the Awards were set up, branch secretaries were sent an electronic copy of the Bronze, 

Silver and Gold syllabi - these are often used to design and run some of a branch's fly-tying 

lessons. The booklets are also available from the Guild Awards Manager 

(awards@flydressersguild.org) and on the Guild website (www.flydressersguild.org). 

Candidates should keep a record of their progress, which should be signed off by an instructor 

at appropriate stages and be submitted to the assessor with the flies presented for 

assessment.  The form is set out in the Appendix to this booklet.   
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Candidates will be required to present their assessor with three examples of each of the 

patterns required for the level they are being assessed. Candidates must submit their flies in 

such a way that they are protected in transit, while allowing the assessor to inspect each fly 

closely, without damaging it.  

Suitably qualified assessors can perform Bronze and Silver level assessments for members of 

their own branch, although where possible, instructors should have their own candidates 

assessed by another assessor within the branch. Alternatively, Bronze and Silver level awards 

may be submitted to the Guild Awards Manager who will arrange their assessment. Gold and 

specialist awards (e.g. Grayling) must be submitted to the Guild Awards Manager. 

For Non-Branch members or Members of Branches Not Taking Part in the Guild 
Awards Scheme 

Any member of the Guild who is not a member of a Branch (or is a member of a Branch that 

is not participating in the Guild Awards Scheme) who wishes to take instruction for a particular 

award level should contact the Guild Awards Manager who will arrange for an appropriate 

instructor to contact them.   

The instructor will mentor them through the flies and process for that level.  The candidate 

should keep a record of their progress, which should be submitted to the assessor with the 

flies presented for assessment   The form is set out in the Appendix to this booklet. The 

candidate may also be asked to submit flies (or photographs of them) from time to time, for 

the instructor to check that the correct standards are being attained. 

Alternatively, they can just request an electronic copy of the relevant syllabus from the Guild 

Awards Manager or download them from the Members' Area of the website.   

Once the candidate feels ready for assessment, they should contact the Guild Awards 

Manager who will put them in touch with an appropriately qualified assessor. 

Candidates will be required to present their assessor with three examples of each of the 

patterns required for the level they are being assessed. Candidates must submit their flies in 

such a way that they are protected in transit, while allowing the assessor to inspect each fly 

closely, without damaging it.  

Record keeping 

It is only by keeping proper records and retaining photographs of the flies deemed to have 

met the relevant award standards that The Fly Dressers’ Guild can ensure consistency across 

assessments and maintain confidence in the system.  

Assessors must therefore complete an assessment sheet for each assessment performed. 

Previously, the candidates, assessors and Guild Awards Manager were each required to keep 

one example of submitted flies to allow for possible subsequent verification of the awards. 

With the volume of flies being assessed, it is no longer practicable to continue to do this.  

Instead, we ask that, in the case of a candidate that has successfully completed an award level, 

the assessor send a copy of their assessment sheet to the Guild Awards Manager, so that the 

award can be recorded and sent out.  Both the assessor and the Guild Awards Manager should 

retain a copy of the assessment for six months.  

Ideally, the assessor should also photograph the flies assessed for future reference and send 

a copy of the photographs to the Guild Awards Manager, in case of a challenge or appeal. Both 

the assessor and the Guild Awards Manager should retain the photographs for six months. 
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If the candidate has  failed one or more of the set patterns, the assessor must complete the 

assessment sheet (clearly highlighting the areas for improvement) and return it to the 

candidate. The candidate must subsequently submit the original assessment sheet with any 

re-submitted flies, to aid the subsequent assessment.  

In case of any appeal against an assessment, the candidate must make the original flies and 

assessment sheet available for a second assessment to take place.  

Flies submitted to the Guild Awards Manager will only be returned if the candidate requests 

this and provides a suitable self-addressed and adequately stamped envelope.  

Any flies retained by the Guild Awards Manager will become the property of the Guild after 

six months.  

The Guild Awards Manager will maintain a list of all successful candidates at each level. This 

information will no longer be published on the Guild website due to data protection 

regulations. 

Instructors and assessors 

Branches currently running the Guild Awards Scheme have a list of recognised instructors and 

assessors. Any branch wishing to start an awards programme for the first time or appoint new 

instructors or assessors should first contact the Guild Awards Manager. Prior to doing so, it 

would be helpful if they could ascertain whether those instructors or assessors are willing to 

mentor or assess non-Branch members of the Guild. 

Other instructors or assessors may be appointed by the Guild Awards Manager.  

A list of instructors and assessors is available from the Guild Awards Manager.  

Guidance for instructors and assessors is available from the Guild Awards Manager 

(awards@flydressersguild.org) and on the Guild website (www.flydressersguild.org). 
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Bronze Syllabus – Overview 

This booklet is meant to guide relative newcomers to fly dressing to a level where they are 

confidently and consistently tying flies that meet the Guild’s Bronze Award criteria.   

The table below sets out the modules covered by the Bronze Syllabus.   

 

MODULE PURPOSE 

Types of Flies Recognise, name and describe the key 

characteristics of the main types of trout flies.  

Basic Tools Recognise, name, describe and demonstrate 

the use of basic fly tying tools. 

Tying Thread or Silk Name and describe different types of tying 

thread and select an appropriate thread for the 

pattern being tied.  

Hooks Recognise, name and describe parts of hooks 

and the uses of different styles of hooks. 

Materials Recognise and describe different types of basic 

materials; explain their qualities and describe 

their care; demonstrate their normal use. 

Parts and Proportions of a 

Fly 

Recognise, describe and demonstrate the 

elements of basic types of flies and their 

proportions. 

Techniques Describe and demonstrate various simple 

techniques. Explain why they are appropriate 

for the materials used. 

Evaluation Flies Five flies chosen to demonstrate the techniques 

included in the Bronze Syllabus. 

Other Flies Additional flies that also use the techniques 

included in the Bronze Syllabus. These flies may 

be interchanged with those above at the 

discretion of the assessor provided all 

techniques are demonstrated. 

TABLE 1 - BRONZE SYLLABUS MODULES 

  



  

B
ro

n
ze

 A
w

ar
d

 S
yl

la
b

u
s 

 

Bronze Syllabus – Overview 

The Fly Dressers’ Guild  

6 

 

The table below sets out the types of flies covered by the Bronze Syllabus, which comprise the 

main types of trout flies.   

 

TYPE OF FLY  

Wet flies 

e.g. Spiders, Soft Hackle Flies, 

Palmered Wet Flies 

 

Dry Flies 

e.g. Mayflies, Hackled Dry 

Flies, Palmered Dry Flies 

 

Buzzers 

 

Nymphs 

 

Lures 

 

TABLE 2 - BRONZE SYLLABUS FLIES: MAIN TYPES OF TROUT FLIES 
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Basic Tools 

This section provides a brief introduction to the tools you will need or can choose to use for 

the Bronze Syllabus.  Other tools will be introduced in the Silver and Gold booklets.   

The Vice 

Flies were originally tied in the hand without using any devices other than scissors.  Modern 

tiers use a fly tying vice – a clamp device designed specifically to hold the hook firmly and 

provide a stable base while materials are tied onto the fly.   

There are several types and styles of vices and their prices and functions vary enormously.  

The basic requirement is that the 

vice holds the hook firmly, across 

the range of hooks you’re 

(realistically) likely to use.  After 

this, rotation, adjustable angle, 

adjustable height and cosmetic 

appearance all add to the cost of 

the vice.  

Vices usually come with a C clamp 

(or bench clamp), which is 

secured to the edge of a table, or 

a weighty pedestal base that can 

be used on any flat surface. 

Scissors 

A good pair of scissors with a fine point that cuts right to the tip is an absolute necessity when 

tying flies.  Many tiers try to use poor quality cheap scissors and struggle to get good clean 

cuts, which leads to untidy flies.  What type of scissors you use is a very personal thing - there 

are many different styles and a wide price range.   

Do not use your good scissors to cut tough materials such as wire, chenille, thick stems, etc., 

since this will quickly dull them.  Use a cheaper (or old) pair of scissors or a small pair of side 

cutters.    

Bobbin Holders 

A bobbin holder makes it easier to handle and control a spool of fly tying thread and allows 

the fly dresser to rest the tying thread under tension.  It also helps the fly dresser to position 

the tying thread in exactly the right place.  

Again, bobbins come in a variety of shapes, sizes and prices.  Some may have a ceramic tube 

which is easier on the thread; others may allow you to set the thread tension.  Cheap bobbin 

holders are perfectly acceptable but in all cases, you must check the ends of the thread tube 

for rough spots or nicks that may cut or fray your tying thread.  

FIGURE 1 - DIFFERENT TYPES OF VICES 
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Bobbin Threader 

A loop of fine wire with which to pull the tying thread through the tube of the bobbin holder.  

Alternatively you can use a dental floss threader.   

Hackle Pliers 

Hackle pliers are a small spring-loaded device for holding a feather while it is being wound 

round the hook.  They come in many shapes, sizes and prices.  You should ensure the ends are 

not rough and are correctly set so as to grasp the feather tightly enough but without cutting 

it.  

Whip-finish or Half Hitch Tool 

A whip-finish knot is used to tie off the thread when finishing a fly.  Many fly tiers are happy 

executing the knot with their fingers alone; others prefer to use a tool specifically designed 

for this purpose – the whip-finish tool.  There several styles of whip-finish tools on the market.  

Alternatively, you can use a half hitch tool (or a hollowed out biro) to finish your flies.  

Needle 

A long pointed needle is a very versatile tool for the fly dresser. It can be used to separate 

materials, pick out dubbing, free trapped materials, apply varnish and even clear dried excess 

varnish from the eye of a hook.  

Hackle Gauge 

A simple tool for measuring the length of hackles, helping you to find the right hackle for 
a particular hook gape.  
 
 

FIGURE 2 - OTHER BASIC TOOLS 
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Hooks 

The hook is the most important part of a fly.  No matter how good your skills as a fly dresser, 

if the hook fails, your efforts have been wasted.  Similarly, the aesthetic effect of a well-tied 

fly can be ruined by a poorly chosen hook.   

Note: When hooks were hand-made and hand-tempered, the quality of hooks was not 

always consistent.  Tiers were therefore encouraged to “ping” a hook in the vice to test 

its temper.  If it sounded dull, the hook was likely to be faulty.  With modern production 

methods, it is much easier to ensure consistent quality of tempering so tiers tend to 

skip the “ping test” when using well-known hook brands.   

Elements of a Hook 

The different parts of a hook are set out in Figure 3 below.   

 

 

FIGURE 3 - ELEMENTS OF A HOOK 

Types of Hooks 

There are several basic types of hook.  Their classification depends on: 

• The shape and thickness of the wire; 

• The length of hook shank; 

• The type of bend; 

• The type of eye; 

• The number of points;  

• Whether they have a barb not. 

The two tables overleaf set out the principal types of trout and salmon hooks.  The Bronze 

Syllabus flies are all tied on single trout hooks.   
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TYPE OF HOOK  

Dry Fly Hooks 

Made of a fine wire, traditionally they had an upturned 

eye but this is slowly going out of fashion.  Used to tie 

dry fly and emerger patterns.  

 

Wet Fly Hooks  

Made of a thicker gauge wire than their dry fly 

counterparts, so they are stronger and heavier.  Used 

for wet fly patterns as well as for some nymph, larvae 

and pupae patterns.  

 

Long Shank Hooks 

Have a longer shank than equivalent size wet fly hooks 

to accommodate the long abdomen and thorax of most 

nymphs.  Heavy wire versions can be used for nymphs 

and lures fished deep or fast.  Lightweight versions can 

be used for nymphs fished close to the surface and for 

larger dry fly patterns.   

Grub Hooks 

Curved shank hooks designed to represent the shape 

of the natural being imitated.  Used to tie grub, shrimp, 

buzzer and emerger patterns.  Straight hooks can be 

used but the curved shank results in a much more 

realistic effect.  
 

Heavy Grub Hooks 

A thicker gauge wire version of the above. 

 

Double Hooks 

Have two points usually set at an angle of 45 degrees 

apart. 

 

TABLE 3 - PRINCIPAL TYPES OF TROUT HOOKS 
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TYPE OF HOOK  

Standard Strong Wire Hooks 

Traditionally with a black japanned finish and a loop 

eye. 

 

Low Water Hooks  

Lighter gauge wire. Loop eye. 

 

Double Hooks 

As above but with two points.  Brazed, closed eye. 

 

Treble Hooks 

Hooks with three points, set at equal angles from each 

other (120 degrees).  Their use is discouraged for catch 

and release.   

 

TABLE 4 - PRINCIPAL TYPES OF SALMON HOOKS 

 

Hook Sizes 

Hook sizes are described by a numerical label, where the lower the number, the larger the 

hook, up to a size 1.  Thereafter, the numbers increase with a “/0” added, to show they are at 

the large end of the scale, for example 2/0.  “X” is used to indicate differences in the length of 

the hook shank, width of the gape and wire size compared to the standard size for that 

particular type of hook.  For example, a designation of 2X Long Shank (or “L/S”) means that 

the hook shank is twice the length of a standard shank hook.   

The commonly used size range for trout and salmon hooks are illustrated overleaf in Figure 4 

and Figure 5 overleaf:  

• trout hooks usually range from a size 24 (smallest) up to a size 6 or 8 (largest); 

• salmon hooks usually stretch from a size 12 (smallest ) up to a 5/0 (largest).   

However, hook sizes can vary by manufacturer, so a size 10 in one make is not necessarily the 

same size as someone else’s 10, as illustrated in Figure 6 below.  
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FIGURE 4 - USUAL RANGE FOR TROUT HOOKS (LIFE SIZE) 

 

FIGURE 5 - USUAL RANGE FOR SALMON HOOKS (LIFE SIZE) 

 

FIGURE 6 - VARIATIONS IN SIZE BETWEEN MANUFACTURERS (LIFE SIZE) 

Partridge  

size 16 

Kamasan 

size 10 

Size 5/0 

Size 12 

Size 6 

Size 24 
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Tying Thread or Silk 

The tying thread, sometimes referred to as “silk”, is a key component of any fly, but there is a 

bewildering range of threads out there, and little labelling consistency across brands.  So, how 

to compare threads against each other and identify the “right” thread?  

Threads are either measured against the “0 “scale or a Denier scale.  Under the “0” scale, the 

greater the number of 0’s, the finer the thread.  Originally, a thread’s label would have shown 

the actual number of 0’s, e.g. 000000, nowadays that thickness is described as 6/0.  The Denier 

scale measures the fineness or sheerness of the thread.  It is based on the number of grams 

per 9,000 metres. Therefore 9,000 meters of a 70 denier thread weighs 70 grams. Obviously 

the finer threads weigh less and so have the smallest numbers. 

Most nylon or polyester threads have a lower breaking strain in the smaller diameters, 

however specialist threads such as Kevlar, GSP and Dyneema all have high breaking strains for 

low diameters. 

Fineness or breaking strain of a thread is not the end of the matter; depending on how you 

want to use the thread, there are other issues to consider such as: 

• Can the thread can be split to 
make dubbing loops? 

• How slippery is it and does it 
grip all materials well? 

• Is it pre waxed or does it need 
waxing for a particular technique 

• Is the thread sealed or will it 
flatten in use? 

• Is the thread so strong and thin 
that it will cut through the 
materials you’re using? 

• Will the colour of the thread 
show through the dressing? 

The list of potential considerations 

goes on and there is no single “right” 

thread for every tier and every purpose.  You should try different types of threads to find the 

ones you like and which best suit your tying style and the materials you use.   

For the purposes of this booklet, size 8/0 Uni -Thread in black, rust, white and red has been 

suggested throughout as it is cheap, readily available and consistent in quality, but feel free 

to use other equivalent threads in the construction of the assessment flies. 

Dr Paul Davis, a member of the Sussex and Surrey Branches of The Fly Dressers’ Guild, has 

pulled together a comparison chart of the most popular threads which can be found on the 

Sussex Branch’s website (www.sussexflydressers.org.uk) and the website of the national Guild 

(www.flydressersguild.org).  This should help guide you in trying out various threads.  

  

FIGURE 7 - A VARIETY OF TYING THREADS 
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Notes: 
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Materials 

Almost anything can be used in fly dressing.  The vast majority of feathers and furs from 

domestic and hunted game birds and animals have at some time been incorporated into a fly 

pattern.  Natural materials can be collected in person or purchased from specialist shops and 

dealers.  Synthetic materials have been introduced in the last thirty years.  They are usually 

products designed for other industries that fly dressers have taken for their own uses.  

In addition to the threads mentioned in the previous section, the step-by-step patterns in this 

book involve the use of the following materials: 

• Cock pheasant centre tail 

• Golden pheasant tippet 

• Badger cock hackle  

• Black hen hackle 

• Red game cock hackle 

• Red game hen hackle 

• White marabou 

• Rabbit fur or similar dubbing 

• Bright red seal’s fur or substitute 

• Red wool 

• Fluorescent green chenille 

• Black floss 

• Fine silver wire 

• Fine gold wire 

• Fine silver tinsel 

 
Other materials may be required to tie the flies in the “Other flies” section. 

Care of Materials 

Any natural material should be stored carefully in an environment that is free from damp, 

direct sunlight and insect parasites.  Moths, carpet beetles and other pests can quickly reduce 

a prized skin to a few scraps of rubbish.  

Fresh skins should be placed in a plastic bag and frozen for at least a week.  Then remove them 

from the freezer, allow them to defrost, then microwave them on full power for 15 seconds.  

A second spell in the freezer may be necessary to kill off residual pests or eggs.   

It is also a good idea to treat any natural fly tying items given to you in this way unless you are 

100% sure that they are pest free. 

A tightly sealed plastic box is an ideal way to store fur or feathers, but it is advisable to keep 

the materials inside in separate grip-lock bags as a further precautionary measure.  For many 

years, naphthalene was placed with materials in tightly sealed bags or containers to deter 

pests.  It is now deemed to be carcinogenic but other anti-moth products are available.   

Check materials regularly for signs of infestation.  These include dust in the bottom of boxes 

and packets and empty larval shucks.  There is also smell associated with insect infestation 

that is hard to describe but once experienced, will be recognised immediately. 

In case of an infestation, remove the affected items.  If they are not completely destroyed, 

remove all damaged areas and any visible creatures and eggs and then treat as above. 
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Materials kept in dry and warm conditions may become brittle with age, especially feathers.  

These feathers can sometimes be given a new lease of life by washing them in a conditioning 

shampoo. 

Thread and flosses should be kept away from direct sunlight to avoid fading and are best 

stored in a sealed box to protect them from dust and dirt.   

Spools of wire and tinsel should be secured with a rubber band or clip to prevent the material 

springing off the spool and becoming unusable.  Plastic comb bindings for documents, cut 

down to size, are a good way of keeping spooled materials under control.   

Old tinsels made of real metal will tarnish if exposed to any type of pollution and should be 

kept in sealed boxes.  If tarnished, they can be cleaned after tying by carefully buffing them 

with a strip of soft leather (chamois).   
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Parts and Proportions of a Fly 

Parts of a Fly  

The pictures below identify the key parts of different types of flies.   

 

 

FIGURE 8 - PARTS OF A FLY:  WET FLY 

 

FIGURE 9- PARTS OF A FLY: WINGED WET FLY 
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FIGURE 10 - PARTS OF A FLY - DRY FLY 

 

 

FIGURE 11 - PARTS OF A FLY: BUZZER 
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Proportions of a Fly 

Over the years, many fly tiers have set out their own preferred proportion charts, so that the 

precise dimensions of a particular type of fly have become somewhat subjective and a matter 

of taste.  The proportions used in this book are largely based on the Veniard series of books 

on fly tying and should be followed in the construction of all assessment flies, for consistency 

purposes.   

 

 

FIGURE 12 - UPWINGED DRY FLIES 

 

FIGURE 13 - WINGED WET FLIES 
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FIGURE 14 – NYMPHS 

 

 

FIGURE 15 – EMERGERS 
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FIGURE 16 – LURES 
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Notes: 
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Techniques 

Starting the Thread and Making a Neat Underbody with the 
Thread 

Starting the thread is the first stage on any fly.  Once the loose end of the thread has been 

trapped, form a neat underbody by wrapping the thread around the hook so that each turn 

sits right next to the previous one (“touching turns”).  This serves as a bed for binding on 

subsequent materials, which will prevent them from slipping or moving.  For most flies, the 

underbody will stretch from just behind the eye of the hook to a point immediately above the 

barb of the hook.  Just before you reach the point where your underbody should end, snip off 

the tag end of the thread, so that the subsequent wraps cover it completely (although note 

that some patterns can call for the tag end of the thread to be kept, for using as a rib).   

Tip: Holding the tag end of the tying thread at 45 degrees and allowing the thread to slide 

down it onto the hook makes it easy to create an underbody of neat touching turns.  

Pinch and Loop 

A good way to ensure materials do not wander around the hook shank when you are tying 

them on is to secure them with a “Pinch and Loop”.  Hold the materials on top of the hook 

shank between your thumb and index finger in the position where you want to tie them in.  

Take the thread up vertically and trap it between your thumb and finger.  Loop the thread 

over the materials loosely and then take it down vertically, again trapping it between your 

thumb and finger.  Repeat the step again, then while still holding the materials in place, take 

the thread round the bottom of the hook and pull it up vertically whilst releasing the pinched 

loops.  The loop will compress vertically down onto the materials, securing them tightly on 

top of the hook shank.   

Tails of Wool 

To tie in a tail of wool, first prepare a neat underbody of tying thread as above.  Take the 

length of wool and hold it on top of the hook.  Check the length against the hook and adjust 

as necessary.  Hold on top of the hook shank and wrap the tying thread over the wool with 

tight turns from the tail towards the eye of the hook, up to the point where any hackle will be 

wrapped.  Remove the surplus.  Tying the wool down in this way leaves a neat underbody. 

After completing the fly, trim the wool to size and brush out to form a solid tail. 

Tails of Feather Fibre 

Select a bunch of fibres to form the tail, measure them for length against the hook and adjust 

your grip as necessary.  Hold them on top of the hook shank and fix them in position with a 

loose wrap of tying thread or a loop and pinch.  Check their position, then if it is correct, bind 

them down with a couple of tight wraps and trim off the excess.  
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Tails of Golden Pheasant Tippet 

Make sure the tips of the fibres are lined up evenly and tie them in as for a feather fibre tail.   

If the feather has a well-marked black bar, consider tying it in so that the bar is partially 

exposed at the rear of the fly.  Note: this is called for in some traditional patterns but is not 

necessary for this level of assessment.   

Tails of Marabou 

Marabou is easy to tie in as it compresses well. Adjust the tails to the correct length before 

tying down tightly as cutting it to length is unsightly. If you do accidentally tie in a tail that is 

too long and wish to trim it, do so by grasping the tips of the marabou plumes and pulling 

them off the bunch, this leaves an irregular finish and is much more pleasing to the eye. 

Consider overwrapping the marabou along the shank of the hook to avoid a step where the 

excess is trimmed. 

Using Feather Fibres (Herl) as a Body Material 

Feather fibres should be selected from the main stem and their tips lined up evenly.  Hold the 

tops firmly and pull the stem away or cut the fibres off the stem.  The tips of larger fibres are 

often brittle so, depending on the quality of the material, at least 2cm should be trimmed off 

the tips of peacock herl and it may be necessary to trim up to 0.5cm off pheasant tail fibres.  

Tie in a sufficient number of fibres that when wrapped they will reach the front of the fly.  

Wrap in even turns so that the herls lie side by side.  Do not twist the herls when wrapping 

them - swapping hands at the top of each turn will prevent this.  

Using Floss as a Body Material 

Tie in the floss along the top of the hook to form a neat underbody. Wrap carefully in touching 

turns.  Change hands at the top of each wrap to avoid twisting the floss.  Silk floss is difficult 

to use as it has a tendency to fray. Modern synthetic flosses are much more forgiving.  Thicker 

multi-strand flosses should be split to avoid a bulky dressing.    

Using Chenille as a Body Material 

Chenille consists of a twisted central core which traps the individual fibres and forms a rope. 

To tie in chenille, strip a portion of the fibres away and expose the core. Tie in by the core. 

When wrapping chenille, always be aware that twisting it as you wrap can cause the core to 

unravel. Therefore you should not use hackle pliers but pass the chenille from hand to hand. 

Care must also be taken to wrap the chenille tightly as it can otherwise slip in use and 

compromise the fly.  

Dubbing 

This technique gives the average tier more problems than any other.  Any material can be 

dubbed provided that it is sufficiently pliable to bend and mat together and has sufficient 

“staple” to allow it to wrap around the tying thread.  Staple means the length of individual 

hairs or parts of the dubbing.  The longer and softer the material is, the easier it is to dub.  

The technique used for this level is simple.  Tease the material out to make a thin layer of it (a 

“mat”), offer the mat up to the tying thread and fold it around the thread, using your finger 
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and thumb to roll it around the thread.  The longer the movement you can make, and the 

more pressure you exert, the tighter the wrap will be.  Roll the material in only one direction 

and use only as much dubbing material as you need. A small pinch of dubbing goes a long way. 

Overdressing the dubbing is very often a fault with novice tiers.   

Some fly dressers advocate applying wax sparingly onto the thread to help the dubbing to 

adhere to it. 

Other dubbing techniques will be introduced in the Silver Syllabus.   

Using Dubbing as a Body Material 

Having dubbed your thread, wrap the dubbing in close turns.  If you’re working towards the 

head, remember to leave sufficient room for the head hackle.  Do not overdress the body.  If 

you find you have too much dubbing on the thread, take some off before completing the 

wraps.  A well-wrapped dubbed body can then be picked out with a needle or Velcro to give 

a fuzzy effect.   

Body Hackle or Palmered Hackle 

A body hackle is a feather wrapped or “palmered “ around the length of the body.  There are 

two ways of doing this; both ways work equally well.  The first is to tie in the hackle by the tip 

of the feather at the tail of the fly, wind it forwards and then bring the rib forwards again in 

the opposite direction.  The second method is to tie in the hackle at the head.  In this case, 

prepare the hackle by removing the fluff and unwanted fibres from the base of the stem.  Tie 

it in by the stem and wind it backwards to the tail, then bring the rib forwards in the opposite 

direction to tie the hackle down.   

Ribbing a Body 

Ribbing provides extra strength and gives segmentation to a fly’s body.  Ribs should be tied in 

on the underside of the hook so that they do not suddenly appear halfway up the body.  Wind 

the rib in evenly spaced turns parallel to each other and check both sides of the fly for 

consistency.   

If wrapping a rib for strength, wrap the rib in the opposite direction to the material being 

strengthened.  Ribs applied in the same direction as dubbing will be less evident.  If ribbing 

with wire, always break off the excess – do not ruin your expensive scissors by cutting wire.   

Marabou Wings. 

Marabou wings are easy to construct.  Simply tie in the marabou on top of the hook, having 

first checked it against the hook for length. Do not tie in too much in one go - it is better to 

add a little more than end up with a large unsightly head.  

Thorax Covers (Wing Case) 

Many insects have a prominent thorax cover (wing case).  Tie in the material on top of the 

hook, facing backwards.  Ensure it is sufficiently spread out so as to cover the required area 

when brought forwards over the thorax.  Tie off at the eye.  Be careful when tying off and 

trimming the excess.  It is easy to dislodge the thorax cover.  Trimming off the excess fibres a 
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few at a time and in different lengths can give a neater finish than snipping off the whole 

bunch in one go.  

Head Hackle (Cock) 

A cock hackle is the standard hackle for dry flies.  Prepare the feather by removing all the fluff 

from the base of the feather.  On the side of the feather that will be wound onto the hook 

first, remove a few extra fibres.  This will prevent them getting trapped on the first wrap and 

ensure a neater hackle.  Tie it in by the stalk with the good (shiny) side of the feather facing 

outwards.  Take hackle pliers if needed and fix them to the stem of the feather at the tip.  

Carefully wind the hackle to the eye in touching turns.  Try not to trap individual fibres.   

An alternative method is to tie in the hackle at the start of the fly. The hackle should be tied 

in by the stem facing forwards.  Leave the hackle and tie the rest of the fly as normal.  When 

you are ready to wind the head hackle, take the thread forward to the eye, wind the hackle 

forward and tie off as normal.  This is useful for reducing bulk under the head area.  

Hackles should be sized before tying in – a hackle gauge can be handy for this.   

Head Hackle (Hen) 

Hen is used for wet fly hackles – it is softer and gives more movement in the water.  Prepare 

the feather by removing waste fluff.  Tie in by the stem with the good (shiny) side facing 

outwards.  Catch the tip of the feather in hackle pliers.  Bring the hackle to the vertical and 

with finger and thumb carefully sweep back all the fibres.  Wrap the hackle with each turn 

immediately in front of the previous one, sweeping back the fibres at the top of each turn. 

Other types of feather and ways of hackling will be dealt with in the Silver Syllabus.  

Finishing the Fly 

There are many ways to finish a fly: 

• Hand whip-finish: this method enables the fly dresser to finish any sort of fly in any 
position on the hook.   

• Whip-finish tool: a purpose built tool used to tie a succession of half hitches on top of 
each other.  

• Half hitch tool: forms individual half hitches – use two or three half hitches to finish a 
fly.  While purpose-made half hitch tools are available, the end of a plastic biro pen tube 
is just as effective. This is an ideal method for beginners. 

Any of the above ways can be used to finish the flies for the Guild Bronze Award evaluation.  

The aim is to secure the materials and have a neat and tidy head.  Students may be asked to 

demonstrate two different ways to finish the fly.   
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Evaluation Flies 

Grey Goose Buzzer 

Dressing 

Hook #10-14 grub hook  

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or equivalent 

Rib Fine silver wire 

Body Canada goose wing herl or similar 

Wing case Canada goose wing herl or similar 

Thorax Peacock herl 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

 

Tying Instructions 

Step 1 

Insert the hook into the vice, secure 

the thread just behind the eye of the 

hook and form a neat underbody of 

tying thread extending to half way 

round the bend of the hook. 

Note: the hook shown is a size 10 

grub hook. 

Step 2 

Tie in the rib at the end of the 

underbody.   
 

Step 3 

Tie in 4 fibres of grey goose herl by 

the tips, on top of the rib and wrap 

them forwards to form an even body, 

stopping half way along the hook 

shank.  Remove waste.  

Note: more fibres may be needed 

for larger hooks. 
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Step 4 

Wrap the rib forwards in even turns 

in the opposite direction to the herl 

to provide segmentation and 

strength.  “Worry off” the excess 

wire. 

Step 5 

Tie in 6 strands of grey goose herl, 

followed by 2 strands of peacock herl.  

Leave thread at the eye of the hook.  

Step 6 

Wrap the peacock herl forwards in 

touching turns.  Stop short of the eye, 

leaving sufficient room for the wing 

case to be tied down without 

obscuring the eye.  Tie down and 

remove the excess.   

 

Step 7 

Bring the wing case forward over the 

top of the peacock herl ensuring that 

it remains together on top of the 

hook.  Tie off and remove the excess.   

Step 8 

Form a neat head, whip-finish and 

varnish.   

 

 

Tying Tips 

• When choosing the grey goose feathers look for the longest possible herls.  Cut off 
around 4mm of the tips and tie in tightly at the end of the thread underbody.  Avoid 
letting any thread show.  Use enough herl to reach the head.  If you find that 4 strands 
comes up short, re do with 5 or 6 strands. 

• Take care with the ribbing:  ensure that the turns are evenly spaced and parallel to each 
other, on both sides of the fly.  

• The peacock herls may be twisted together after tying in for extra strength if desired.   

• When trimming the excess off the wing case, ensure sharp scissors are used.  A neater 
head can be obtained by cutting the fibres individually and at slightly different lengths to 
avoid a sharp, bulky edge.    
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Notes 

This pattern represents a large midge but is often taken by fish feeding on sedge pupae and 

small fry.  The thorax material and colour can be varied to give many effective combinations, 

for example a version tied with an orange seal’s fur thorax.   

 

Wet Soldier Palmer 

Dressing 

Hook #12-14standard wet fly hook 

Thread 8/0 red Uni-Thread or equivalent 

Tail Red wool  

Rib Fine gold wire 

Body Bright red seal’s fur or substitute 

Body hackle Soft red game cock or large hen hackle 

Head hackle Red game hen hackle 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

 

Tying Instructions 

Step 1 

Insert the hook into the vice, secure 

the thread and form an even 

underbody. 

Step 2 

Take a length of wool and double it.  

Tie in on top of the shank leaving 

approximately a loop 1/3rd of the 

body length to the rear of the hook. 

Wrap down the ends and form a neat 

underbody. Trim off the excess. 

Step 3 

Tie in a length of fine gold wire. 

 

Step 4 

Dub the thread with the seal’s fur. The finer and softer the seal’s fur is, the better the body 

will be.   

Step 5 

Wind the seal’s fur towards the head, leaving enough room for the head hackle.  Do not 

over-dub the body. 
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Step 6 

Tie the body hackle at the head by 

the stem, good side facing forwards, 

and wrap backwards, four or five 

open turns to the bend of the hook. 

 

Step 7 

Bring the wire rib forwards through 

the hackle in the opposite direction 

to tie it down and protect the hackle. 

Step 8 

At the head, tie in the head hackle, 

good side facing to the front.  Wrap 

two turns, stroking back the fibres at 

the top of each turn.   

Step 9 

Make a neat head, whip-finish and 

varnish. 

Step 10 

Trim wool to length and brush out the 

fibres to form a solid tail. 

 
 

Tying Tips 

• Choose the wool for the tail carefully – it should not be so thick as to give a large body 
profile when tied down along the hook.  Consider splitting multi-strand wool to avoid 
this.  

• When wrapping the seal’s fur, look to make a neat body with a slight downward taper 

towards the head. This allows the head hackle lay back along the hook shank rather than 

stick out at 90 degrees. 

• Pick out the seal’s fur with a needle or dubbing brush after completing the fly. Take care 

not to dislodge rib or hackle.  

Notes 

This pattern is a good all round fly for summer.  Often used as an attractor for rainbow trout 

it is equally effective for wild brown trout when fished as part of a team of loch style flies, 

either on the top or middle droppers 
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Black Pennell 

Dressing 

Hook #10-14 standard wet fly hook 

Thread 8/0 black Uni-Thread or equivalent 

Tail Golden pheasant tippet  

Rib Fine silver tinsel 

Body Black floss 

Head hackle Black hen hackle 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

 

Tying Instructions 

Step 1 

Insert the hook into the vice, secure the thread and form an even underbody. 

Step 2 

Tie in 8-10 fibres of Golden 

Pheasant tippet for the tail.  

Step 3 

Tie in a length of silver tinsel for the 

rib and a length of black floss. 

 

Step 4 

Wrap a neat tapered body with the 

black floss and rib with the tinsel. 

Step 5 

At the head, tie in a hen hackle, 

good side facing to the front. Wrap 

two turns, stroking back the fibres 

at top of each turn.  

 

Step 6 

Make a neat head, whip-finish and 

varnish. 
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Tying Tips 

• Ensure you make a neat underbody as the tinsel rib will exaggerate any lumps and bumps 

• Don’t crowd the eye with the floss: this is easy to do especially if you use multi strand 

floss that has a habit of lying flat and covering more shank than intended. 

Notes 

Imitates emerging buzzers or drowned insects.  Fish as point fly in team of three when loch 

fishing.  

 

Dry Pheasant Tail Variant 

Dressing 

Hook #12-18 dry fly hook 

Thread 8/0 rust Uni-Thread or equivalent 

Tail Badger cock hackle fibres  

Rib Fine silver wire 

Body Cock pheasant centre tail 

Hackle Badger cock hackle 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

 

Tying Instructions 

Step 1 

Insert the hook into the vice, secure 

the thread and form a neat 

underbody. 

Step 2 

Tie in 10 to 15 hackle fibres for a tail.  

The tail should be thick enough to 

support the fly but not oppressive.   

Step 3 

At the bend, tie in the silver wire rib 

and 4 strands of pheasant tail by the 

tips. 

Step 4 

Wrap a body with the pheasant tail 

and counter rib it with the wire.  Make 

sure you stop short enough of the eye 

to allow space for the head hackle.   
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Step 5 

Tie in the badger hackle and wrap 

several turns, each turn to touch but 

not overlap the previous one, working 

forwards to the eye. 

The number of turns required will 

depend on the quality of the hackle.   

 

Step 6 

Form a neat head, whip-finish and 

varnish. 

 

 

Tying Tips 

• Take your time with the hackle and ensure no fibres are trapped out of place as you wrap.  

• It is better to over hackle than under hackle the fly.  Use two hackles if necessary. 

• In smaller sizes, replace the wire rib with a rib of tying thread.  

Notes 

Imitates blue winged olive spinners. 

 

Cat’s Whisker Lure 

Dressing 

Hook #10-12 long shank hook 

Thread 8/0 white Uni-Thread or equivalent 

Tail White marabou  

Body Fluorescent green chenille 

Wing White marabou 
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Tying Instructions 

Step 1 

Insert the hook into the vice, 

secure the thread and form a neat 

underbody. 

Step 2 

Tie in a bunch of the marabou for 

the tail.  Ensure it is tied along the 

hook shank to give an even 

underbody.  Trim off the waste.  
 

Step 3 

Strip off the fluff to expose the 

core of the chenille and tie it in at 

the tail.  

 

Step 4 
Wrap the chenille tightly along the 

hook shank in touching turns to 

form the body, stopping around 

3mm short of the eye.  Trim off the 

waste. 

 

Step 5 
Tie in a bunch of marabou for the 

wing.  Secure firmly and trim off the 

excess.   

Step 6 
Form a neat head, whip-finish and 

varnish. 
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Tying Tips 

• Measure the tail and wing carefully to avoid having to cut the marabou.  While clipped 

marabou still has the same effect, it is less aesthetically pleasing.  If you do need to trim 

it, pinch it off rather than cut it.   

• Ensure the chenille is tightly wrapped.  Some chenilles have a core that stretches and if 
not secured properly and wrapped firmly, this can result in the body of the fly spinning 
on the hook shank.  

Notes 

Probably the most popular reservoir and small stillwater lure since its inception in the 1980s.   
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Notes: 
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Other Flies 

In addition to the suggested evaluation flies set out in the previous section of this book, the 

following flies also use the techniques covered by the Bronze Syllabus.  

 

Bibio (Wet) 

 

Hook #10 to 16 wet fly hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine silver wire  

Body Rear 1/3rd black seal’s fur* 

 Middle 1/3rd red seal’s fur* 

 Front 1/3rd black seal’s fur* 

 * or substitute 

Body hackle Palmered black cock hackle  

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Imitates the heather fly.  Also a useful 
summer pattern on lowland waters for the 
hawthorn. 
 
 

Black and Peacock Spider (Wet) 

 

Hook #12-18 wet fly hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine silver or nylon (optional) 

Body 3 strands bronze peacock herl 

Hackle Long soft hen hackle 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Imitates emerging buzzer or drowned insect.  

Fish as wet fly in stillwaters and streams. 

 
 

Zulu (Wet) 

 

Hook #8-14 wet fly hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Tail Red wool or floss 

Rib Fine flat or oval silver tinsel  

Body Black seal’s fur or substitute 

Body hackle Black cock hackle palmered 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Imitates emerging buzzer or drowned insect.  

Fish as wet fly in stillwaters and streams. 
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Black Gnat (Dry) 

 

Hook #14 to 18 dry fly hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine silver wire (optional) 

Body Tying thread 

Hackle Black cock 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Imitates the black gnats found on most 

rivers.  

 
 

Griffiths Gnat (Dry) 

 

Hook #14 to 20 dry fly hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine silver wire  

Body Peacock herl 

Body hackle Palmered grizzle cock hackle  

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

A very simple fly that imitate a range of 
small insects.  Well known on rivers as a 
general searching pattern. 
 
 

Yellow May Dun (Dry) 

 

Hook #10-14 long shank dry fly hook 

Thread Yellow 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Tail Badger cock hackle 

Rib Gold tinsel 

Body Yellow seal’s fur 

Hackle Yellow cock hackle and badger 

cock hackle 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Represents the larger Danica mayflies.  The 
hackle can be trimmed on the underside to 
lower the profile and fool picky fish. 
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Black Buzzer 

 

Hook #10-16 lightweight grub hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine gold wire 

Body Tying thread 

Thorax cover Black floss 

Breathers Antron floss  

Thorax Peacock 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

This simple buzzer pattern can be tied in 
grey, olive, orange or red to represent 
almost all the midge species found in the 
UK.  Should be fished very slowly.  
 
 

Caddis Larva or Stick Fly (Nymph) 

 

Hook #8-14 longshank hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Tail Fluorescent green wool or 

floss 

Rib Fine gold wire 

Body Cock pheasant centre tail 

Head hackle Red game hen 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Represents large cased caddis. The colour 
of the pheasant tail can be varied to match 
the natural insect on any water.  
 
 

Cove Pheasant Tail (Nymph) 

 

Hook #10-14 heavy wire grub hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine silver wire 

Body Cock pheasant centre tail 

Wing case Cock pheasant centre tail 

Thorax Rabbit fur or similar 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Arthur Cove’s early buzzer pattern has 
proved successful across a wide range of 
waters.  It represents a large midge but is 
often taken by fish feeding on sedge pupae 
and small fry.  The thorax material and 
colour of the body can be varied to give 
many effective combinations.   
Note: the original was tied on a #6-12 
standard shank hook.    
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Sawyer’s Pheasant Tail Nymph  

 

Hook #10-16 wet fly hook 

Thread Brown 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent or fine copper wire 

Underbody Copper wire to give shape to 

thorax and body 

Tail Cock pheasant tail fibres 

Rib Fine copper wire 

Body Cock pheasant tail fibres 

Wing case Cock pheasant tail fibres 

doubled twice 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

A well-known fly that represents many 
insects.  In smaller sizes it is a good olive 
nymph, in larger sizes it may be taken for 
alder nymphs or even dragonflies.  Tied on 
a long shank hook it is an effective mayfly 
nymph. 
 
 

Simple Sedge Pupa (Nymph) 

 

Hook #10-16 heavy grub hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Rib Fine gold tinsel 

Body Dubbed insect green seal’s fur 

or substitute 

Thorax cover Black feather fibres 

Thorax Dubbed dark green seal’s fur 

or substitute 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

This fly represents the mid-stage in the 
development of the sedge or caddis.  It can 
be tied in many different colours – green, 
tan and orange are popular.  The thorax 
should always be tied in a darker colour 
than the body.  It is best fished in mid-
water. 
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Jack Frost (Lure) 

 

Hook #10-12 long shank hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Tail Red cock fibres 

Rib Medium silver tinsel 

Body White chenille 

Wing White marabou 

Hackle Red cock  

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Traditional favourite, especially at fry 
feeding time.  Best fished on slow sinking 
line with a jerky retrieve.  

 

 

Viva (Lure) 

  

Hook #10-12 long shank hook 

Thread Black 8/0 Uni-Thread or 

equivalent 

Tail Green floss or wool 

Rib Medium silver tinsel (4 turns) 

Body Black chenille 

Wing Black marabou 

Head Whip-finish and varnish 

Victor Furze’s classic lure that still catches a 

lot of fish.  Great for early season bank 

fishing on large reservoirs and an all year 

favourite in coloured water.  Has given rise to 

a whole family of black and green lures.   
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Notes: 
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Training Record – Bronze Syllabus 

Name: Membership No.: 

Branch: Instructor: 

 

Date Subject covered Initials 
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Notes: 
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Evaluation Form – Bronze Syllabus 

Name: Membership No.: 

Branch: Instructor: 

 

Fly Evaluation Comments Pass? Initials 

Grey Goose 

Buzzer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Wet Soldier 

Palmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Black Pennell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Dry Pheasant 

Tail Variant 
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Cat’s Whisker 

Lure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Assessed and evaluated as complying with the standard required for a Bronze level award. 

FDG registered Assessor: 

Name: _________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________ 

Date: _________________ 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 


	Introduction
	Why Do We Need a Guild Fly Tying Awards Scheme?
	What are the Aims of the Awards Scheme?
	The Process
	For Members of Guild Branches
	For Non-Branch members or Members of Branches Not Taking Part in the Guild Awards Scheme
	Record keeping
	Instructors and assessors


	Bronze Syllabus – Overview
	Basic Tools
	The Vice
	Scissors
	Bobbin Holders
	Bobbin Threader
	Hackle Pliers
	Whip-finish or Half Hitch Tool
	Needle
	Hackle Gauge

	Hooks
	Elements of a Hook
	Types of Hooks
	Hook Sizes

	Tying Thread or Silk
	Notes:

	Materials
	Care of Materials

	Parts and Proportions of a Fly
	Parts of a Fly
	Proportions of a Fly
	Notes:

	Techniques
	Starting the Thread and Making a Neat Underbody with the Thread
	Pinch and Loop
	Tails of Wool
	Tails of Feather Fibre
	Tails of Golden Pheasant Tippet
	Tails of Marabou
	Using Feather Fibres (Herl) as a Body Material
	Using Floss as a Body Material
	Using Chenille as a Body Material
	Dubbing
	Using Dubbing as a Body Material
	Body Hackle or Palmered Hackle
	Ribbing a Body
	Marabou Wings.
	Thorax Covers (Wing Case)
	Head Hackle (Cock)
	Head Hackle (Hen)
	Finishing the Fly

	Evaluation Flies
	Grey Goose Buzzer
	Dressing
	Tying Instructions
	Tying Tips
	Notes

	Wet Soldier Palmer
	Dressing
	Tying Instructions
	Tying Tips
	Notes

	Black Pennell
	Dressing
	Tying Instructions
	Tying Tips
	Notes

	Dry Pheasant Tail Variant
	Dressing
	Tying Instructions
	Tying Tips
	Notes

	Cat’s Whisker Lure
	Dressing
	Tying Instructions
	Tying Tips
	Notes

	Notes:

	Other Flies
	Notes:

	Training Record – Bronze Syllabus
	Notes:

	Evaluation Form – Bronze Syllabus

