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2022/23 Fly-Tying Competition -  
Prize Winner’s Trout Fly: the Burrowing Mayfly 

Summer 2022 issue of Flydresser 
 

Hi David, 
Just a head’s up about the QR code for the Prize Winner Trout Burrowing 

Mayfly. The video shows the use of pheasant tail for the thorax cover, which 
in the listing in the magazine is black Antron. I fortunately have the Barry Ord 
Clarke book, which shows the use of black Antron in the tying, plus lead under 
the thorax and an Antron thorax dubbing before the CDC legs. To add to the 
confusion, the QR code in the book links to the same video which uses pheas-
ant tail rather than black Antron, etc. 

Whilst I’m sure experienced tyers will negotiate their way around this, it 
does create a rather ‘unlevel playing field’ in the competition. Perhaps Barry 
could be approached to allow the use of his photos of the book’s tying sequence 
to be published on the website or the Autumn edition of the mag as the website 
seems to be well out of date on the tying competition front.  

Regards, 
[Name not included as permission was not sought to do so] 

 
 
Response: We have checked the video link and it does show a slightly different 
version of the fly that is shown in the book and referred to in the Fly-Tying 
Competition. However, given that the book sequence is some 28 photographs 
long, it is impractical to replicate this in Flydresser without losing some of the 
content. Therefore, we have agreed with Peter Gathercole that whichever ver-
sion of the fly is tied, they will both be judged equally. So don’t worry if you 
have followed the book version, or the You Tube version, or even joined the 
two together in some way. As long as the essence of a Burrowing Mayfly is pre-
sent, the flies will be judged on the technical skill demonstrated.  
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