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F D G  U P D A T E S  

So that’s 2021 done and dusted. It seems strange to think that twelve months 
ago we were looking forward to a ‘New Normal’ and for a short while it seemed 
that we had found an equilibrium with COVID-19. However as we tried to 
bring the magazine to a close before Christmas, cases of the Omicron variant 
were doubling every two days and the Government had invoked Plan B.  

The good news is that our members and Branches have shown themselves 
to be adaptable and resilient in the face of restrictions and worries about per-
sonal safety. Many Branches started online classes and talks via Microsoft Teams 
or Zoom, regular newsletters to keep members in contact with each other and 
organised or informal fishing outings encouraged the all-important personal 
contact.  

As we move into the uncertainty of 2022, I hope you will all try and keep 
the flag flying for your Branch and our individual members will keep tying 
and sharing their work via the social media platforms. The Fly Dressers’ Guild 
has a website and Facebook page and we would be happy to use this to share 
your work with other members or the wider public as well as any tips, hints or 
other relevant content.  

On the subject of the website, our webmaster has stated his intention to step 
down shortly due to pressure of work. We need somebody to take over the 
maintenance of the site. Preferably a person who has experience of website 
design and upkeep. Contact the General Secretary for more details.  

We approach our first Virtual AGM in January, and our officers’ reports will 
be posted online shortly before the meeting. In brief, the Guild is in good 
shape, financially sound and functioning normally. We look forward to wel-
coming more members than usual and hope this format will encourage 
participation from our Northern, Scottish and overseas members who are usu-
ally unable to attend. Should this AGM prove to be a success, we are open to 
repeating it in future years.   

This issue of Flydresser is again later than we wished it to be. The reason is 
simple: waiting for copy and then another busy time for Caroline at work. We, 
the Editorial team, could write lots of articles for you but I am sure you would 
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F L Y D R E S S E R

soon get fed up of that. Instead, we hope that the diversity we usually try to 
bring to you is what you want to see. We all have a fly-tying story to tell, so 
why not put it into writing and send it in?  

Finally, a couple of reminders. Firstly, this is your magazine so please let us 
know what you want to see in it. Any suggestions for future articles on patterns, 
materials or fly-tyers whose work you want to see should be sent to the Edito-
rial team. It will help commission new articles and whilst we can’t make any 
promises, we will try our best to fulfil your wishes. 

Secondly, we are happy to offer members the opportunity to advertise their 
excess materials, hooks, vices and fly-fishing tackle in Flydresser for free. This 
is a service for member’s personal sales only, not for retail sales. Please include 
a full description of the item, price required and contact details. Prospective 
buyers will deal with sellers directly and the FDG will not be involved in the 
transaction in any way other than providing the advertising space. Adverts will 
be run at the discretion of the Editorial Committee.  

After all that, it only remains to wish you all a safe and prosperous 2022! 
  

FDG Events - Save the date 
 

British Fly Fair International - Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th February, 2022 
as per the advert opposite. The show will be led by medical / government guid-
ance at the time - look out for updates on their Facebook page or website: 
facebook.com/groups/31649672634 or bffi.co.uk.  
 
Sussex Branch auction - Saturday 5th March, 2022 ar 12:30 pm, at Hurst-
pierpont Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint BN6 9UY. For details, 
contact Alan Wells on wellsywells@btinternet.com.  
 
FDG Fly-Tying Competition deadline - Tuesday 22nd March, 2022. Details 
in the Summer 2021 issue of Flydresser and on the website.  
 
FDG Spring Bank Fishing Competition - Sunday 24th April, 2022 at Elinor 
Trout Fishery, Aldwinkle NN14 3EE (subject to confirmation).  
 
47th John Watts Competition - Saturday 27th August, 2022 at Draycote Water, 
Kites Hardwick, Rugby CV23 8AB.  
 

Note: contact details for all members of the Executive Committee  
are included on page 55 of this issue. 
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‘Lowrider: a customised car equipped with hydraulic lifts that allow the chassis to be 
lowered so that it narrowly clears the ground. A driver or passenger in such a vehicle.’  

Wikipedia 
 

‘Where nymph and pupa patterns are positioned below the surface, and adults on top 
of it, emerger patterns often lie in the surface film or partly above it and partly below.’ 

Schollmeyer and Leeson, Tying Emergers (Frank Amato Publications, 2004) 
 

‘Only a barbarian would deny the elegance of classic dry flies, but only a very  
stubborn traditionalist would deny the fish appeal of low-riding flies.’  

Art Scheck, Low Riders (American Angler, Apr. 2005) 

Adding High Visibility 
 to Lowriders 

 
(Or it’s not the cast that goes first, it’s the eyes) 

 
 

Steve Silverio
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‘Damn!’ The voice that echoed down the stream was none other than that of 
my partner Jerry. ‘Missed another one.’ We had intended to enter the river 
early in hopes of getting into position for the hatch, but a series of mishaps 
sent our plans in a tailspin. Now, with dusk approaching and a growing fog 
rising on the water, the sight picture was all but gone and whatever advantage 
we had planned had faded into the greying evening. We had intended to set 
up in a favourite riffle and work the hatch as it progressed. Arriving late, we 
found the best water occupied and reluctantly slipped into the slower ‘frog 
water’ just below a tailout, where the bend slowed the flow. This was the only 
access available to us, forcing us to take turns. ‘Bastards are sipping’, came 
Jerry’s hoarse attempt at sotto voce. From our position, we could hear the occa-
sional slurp of an unhurried trout, gorging itself on either cripples or spinners, 
or both. Turning my back on the action, I focused my small light into the 
water behind us. The spinner fall seemed to have already taken place, with 
corpses collecting in eddies by the bank. However, another look in the main 
current showed many cripples and stuck-in-the-shuck emergers, carrying their 
coffins to an inevitable doom of feeding trout below. ‘Finally!’ came Jerry’s next 
call as he was tight into a strong, startled fish. We traded positions for another 
couple hours with limited success and the fog gradually thickened around the 
slower water in the pool. ‘I can’t see anything, let’s go for a beer. These lowriders 
are driving me nuts.’  

Jerry, who hailed originally from California, had been brought up in the Los 
Angeles area where the culture of ‘low and slow’ cruising in modified, uniquely 
painted cars was very popular among a segment of the Mexican- American 
community, called Lowriders. Jerry had taken to calling all surface-film emerger 
type patterns ‘lowriders’ after hearing the term ‘low-riding, surface-film emer-
gent’ applied to fly patterns designed to imitate insects trapped either deep in 
the meniscus or partly below as they struggled to free themselves of their 
exoskeletons and the surface tension of the water. We talked for a while about 
our mediocre performance and how our inability to distinguish our flies on 
the water was a bit frustrating. Emergers provide both the fish and the fisher-
man with an ideal scenario for slow and steady feeding, but in any 
less-than-ideal conditions, be it wind, fog rain or sleet, the fly is often indis-
tinguishable and false strikes can put fish down in a hurry. 

Jerry, an impatient angler at the best of times, fuelled by both beverage and 
conversation pronounced, ‘So, you’re the fly-tyer, make a bug I can see. This 
happens every time we get into these low-riding SOBs.’ Admittedly, we seemed 
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to be in a rut with various mishaps on our last few trout outings. Most were 
weather related, but I found myself less confident after each outing and 
returned to my tying bench a bit chastised. The old adage, ‘It ain’t the fly, it’s 
the presentation’ no longer held the magic it once had, and I glanced over at 
a pile of unread magazines that had somehow accumulated in a corner of my 
tying room. Perhaps a glass of something and a perusal through those forgotten 
trade rags would give me back my muse. 

On the cover of an April issue of the American Angler magazine, I was amazed 
to see the article, Low Riding Flies for Fast Water by Art Scheck. Art, who could 
number fly-tyer, angler, author and past editor of Fly Tyer Magazine to his cred-
its, was writing about modifying patterns to handle surface film emerger flies 
in fast water, but what struck me was that he used the term low riders to 
describe the flies. It was 2005 and literally the first time I had ever seen the 
term used in print. His article struck home and addressed several of the issues 
Jerry, and I had faced on previous trips. 
 

‘Most fly fishers know that low riders catch trout very well. But many 
anglers still use low riding drys (sic) only on slow, calm streams. They 
pitch bushy flies on fast water, reasoning that low riders can’t float on a 
turbulent stream and that even if the flies remained afloat, they’d be 
impossible to see.’ 

 
Whether in fast water or slow, the importance of the emerger fly to the long-

rodder cannot be over emphasised. These patterns have become the go-to 
designs for everything from hatches to prospecting where no surface activity 
can be detected. Schollmeyer and Leeson provided a detailed synopsis in Tying 
Emergers: 
 

‘… the vast majority of emerger patterns can be divided into two 
types: flush-floating emergers, that ride horizontally with the body of 
the fly flush against the surface film; and descending-body emergers, 
designed to have all, or some portion, of the abdomen angling down, 
or curving, or hanging below the surface film.’ 

 
The solution to our problem then - basically, modifying our tried-and-true 

emerger patterns to fit less-than-ideal conditions - has become even more 
important for me now. Stepping gingerly into my seventies, I have noticed 
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that my once unfailing eyesight has taken a definite step backward. At a cost 
of $550 to $800 dollars, a pair of enhanced polarised prescription progressive 
bifocal lenses in Guide’s Choice Mirrored Bronze or Polychromic Copper Mir-
ror (for low light days) are well above my retired pay grade. I have once again 
turned to my vice for an easier and far less costly alternative.  

While I had previously stuck with only natural materials, eschewing all the 
new synthetics, I now am taking a much more democratic attitude toward my 
fly-tying. Like John Goddard, whom many regard as the major innovator in 
British still-water low-riders, I have modified my approach towards visibility 
and flotation in my flies. Interviewed in Judith Dunham’s beautiful work, The 
Art of the Trout Fly (Chronicle Books, 1988), John wrote. 
 

‘I still prefer some of the traditional materials such as seal’s fur and 
peacock herl. Now, over thirty years since I first started tying my own 
flies, I still use a lot of the old materials, but I must admit that some of 
the synthetics that have come on the market in the last ten years or so 
have revolutionised the art.’ 

 
There is no question that the benefits of combining today’s highly visible, 

highly floatable synthetic materials with the ever-growing volume of emerger 
patterns can be a real boon to the aging, albeit ever so slowly, fly-fisherman. I 
offer a few examples below to illustrate how an otherwise low-riding fly, often 
elusive in the water, can be turned into very productive patterns in the fly-rod-
ders arsenal. The hook sizes shown for these patterns are the ones I would use 
in North American waters, but feel free to adapt the sizes to ones that suit your 
fishing.  
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High Vis Para-Drake (Ephemera guttulate) 

Hook: AHREX FW570 Dry Long, #10 to 14 or equivalent. 
Thread: Yellow. 
Tail: Six to eight yellow Coq de Leon fibres tied in as in a split tail.  
Rib: Chartreuse thread. 
Abdomen cover: Pheasant tail fibres. 
Wing post: strip of bright orange foam, Semperfli Sparkle Dubbing (a long-
fibred synthetic sparkling dubbing).  
Hackle: Natural badger. 
Abdomen and thorax: Yellow dubbing. 
 
Tyer’s Note: This pattern is designed to create a highly visible parachute fly to 
use in turbulent water or where visibility and flotation are compromised. Set the 
foam strip wingpost and tie in the dubbing and the hackle before dressing the 
abdomen. To apply the dubbing, draw out a clump of the fibres, place them 
against the post and take a soft wrap of thread round the post, allowing the dub-
bing to spin around and cloak it, then secure with a couple of tight wraps. Trim 
to the height of the foam stump if necessary.
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High Vis Suspender Hatching Midge 

Hook: AHREX FW541 Curved Nymph BBL, #14 to 18, or equivalent. (John 
Goddard tied these up to #12). 
Thread: Red 
Tail: White hen tips. 
Rib: Silver Flash. 
Abdomen: Red seal’s fur. 
Thorax: Brown turkey herl.  
Suspender ball: Two-tone egg foam. 
Head: Black thread. 
 
Tyer’s Note: Still-water fishing master John Goddard’s series of suspender midges 
revolutionised surface buzzer fishing. For those densely foggy / rainy days, sub-
stituting a bright foam makes viewing these tiny pre-emergents much less of a 
chore as, unlike the nylon meshed ethafoam balls, they are quite distinguishable 
from surface bubbles. 
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High Vis Rockworm (Rhyacophilidae) 

Hook: AHREX FW524 Superdry, #14 to 18, or equivalent. 
Thread: Yellow. 
Tail: Brown hackle base fibres. 
Parasol: Bright yellow egg foam on monofilament stalk.  
Rib: Chartreuse wire, fine. 
Abdomen: Green scud skin over yellow dubbing. 
Legs: Yellow hackle base fibres. 
Thorax: Yellow dubbing. 
Head: Olive thread. 
 
Tyer’s Note: Green caseless caddis larvae, often called green rockworms because of 
their bright colouration, are often found in swift stream currents. Attaching a highly 
visible parasol allows the angler to more easily detect a strike as the fly drifts through 
current. To make the parasol, double over a section of egg foam in the loop of a 
clinch-knot and pull the knot tight until the egg foam is securely trapped. Trim 
the yarn into an umbrella shape before attaching the mono to the hook. 
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High-Vis Stuck-in-the Shuck Paraloop Emerger 

Hook: AHREX FW525 Superdry BBL, #10 to 14, or equivalent. 
Thread: Mahogany. 
Shuck: Tan Cul de Canard or CDC, reversed and pulled tight. 
Rib: Copper wire, medium. 
Abdomen: Mahogany dyed quill. 
Wing: Yellow fluoro dyed CDC over white sheet foam.  
Hackle: Golden badger. 
Thorax: Brown seal’s fur. 
 
Tyer’s Note: This version of an unsuccessful emerging Red Quill (Ephemerella 
subvaria) imitates an all too common occurrence during Bug Week on the 
Delaware River in New York state. The trout population there has a reputation 
for being extremely fussy, in large part because there is so much food available. 
Hatches often start late and being able to observe the drift in the river current, 
during fading light is priceless. (Editors’ note:  see Lee Hooper’s article in the Autumn 
2021 issue of Flydresser for a step by step on the paraloop method.)

Flydresser - Winter 2021 okokok NEW.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  11/01/2022  16:01  Page 13



[ 14 ]

 

High-Vis Caddis Emerger 

Hook: AHREX FW520 Emerger, #12 to 14, or equivalent. 
Thread: Chartreuse. 
Tag: Chartreuse wire. 
Rib: Chartreuse silk first, followed by chartreuse wire. 
Abdomen: Bug skin cover and ostrich herl for legs tied in before forming green 
silk body ribbed with chartreuse silk (shows as yellow in the photograph). The 
bug skin and ostrich herl are held secure by the rib.  
Thorax: Chartreuse CDC over white sheet foam over chartreuse dubbing.  
Wing buds: Two brown goose quills on either side. 
Tufts: CDC pulled forward. 
Legs: Wood duck. 
Head: Brown thread. 
 
Tyer’s Note: a good emerging caddis pattern is an essential pattern in any fly-
fisher’s box and when the weather won’t comply, an easy sighter can make the 
difference. After pulling the CDC over the sheet foam, tie down behind the head 
and create a post with the tying thread. 
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High Vis BWO (Baetidae) Loop Wing 

Hook: AHREX FW560 Nymph Traditional, #14 to 18, or equivalent. 
Thread: Chartreuse. 
Tail: Hen hackle fibres. 
Rib (for abdomen): Chartreuse thread. 
Abdomen: Light green dubbing. 
Wing case: Blue dun CDC over bright yellow foam sheet.  
Thorax: Light green dubbing. 
Legs: Pheasant tail fibres. 
Head: Olive thread. 
 
Tyer’s Note: This pattern can be adapted to virtually any emerging nymph. Tie 
the CDC at the thorax, followed by a strip of sheet foam and loop them  over, 
creating a highly visible, floating nymph pattern. 
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In 1958 when Frank Sawyer published Nymphs and the Trout, he probably did 
not imagine that the Pheasant Tailed Nymph or ‘PTN’ would still be going 
strong over sixty years later. It has been described as the nearest you can get to 
a fly for all seasons, and it is thought to imitate a wide variety of insect life. 

Like many famous flies, it has produced many variations. These include the 
use of a gold bead to add weight; the use of thread whereas the original pattern 
was tied only with wire; and the integration of peacock herl, to name but a 
few. 

The pattern has also produced a plethora of tying methods. Here I detail 
one of the more novel ones but as I’ve mentioned in previous articles, the vari-
ations are limited only by your imagination.  

 
Dressing 

Hook: Wet long shank, #10-16. 
Thread: Brown 12/0 UNI-Thread or similar. 
Rib: Fine copper wire. 
Abdomen: Pheasant tail fibres - I used three for the fly in this article.  
Wing cover and tail: Pheasant tail fibres - I used eight for this fly.  
Thorax: Olive glister. 

 

Nymph 
 
 

 
Richard Ellis

Pheasant Tailed 
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Place the hook in the vice and run thread down 1
the shank in touching turns, securing the rib and 
the pheasant tail fibres for the abdomen. 

Wind the abdomen along the shank and 2
secure it. Tie in the pheasant tail fibres 
for the wing case and tail facing forward 
over the eye. The length facing forwards 
needs to be about 1.5 times the        
length of the hook shank. 
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Fly tied and photographed by Richard Ellis. 
Richard is a member of the Thames Valley 
Branch of The Fly Dressers’ Guild and a for-
mer Guild Awards Manager. His favourite 
species are grayling and bass and he has writ-
ten an eBook on grayling patterns: ‘Inspiring 
ties:Grayling flies’ which is available from 
Blurb. All profits to the RNLI.

Dub the thorax and then fold the wing cover 3
back over the dubbing and secure it in place.  

Finally use the wire to secure the tail and rib 4
the abdomen. Tie off behind the thorax, 
worry off the excess and whip finish.
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In the New England region of the USA, tandem streamers have a long history. 
They don’t take the place of long shank streamer hooks but they offer the angler 
several options.  The obvious one is the overall length of the fly. Tandems allow 
the fly-tyer to increase the length of the pattern and at times this makes a big 
difference. Years ago, you could go to a fly shop and purchase ‘Jumbo Tandems’, 
some measuring seven to eight inches in overall length. Jumbos are rarely seen 
today and every once in a while, I have a request for one of them. The tandem 
also offers additional action in the water when trolling during the early season 
after ice out. When the landlocked salmon are on the surface chasing smelt, 
that little extra action can often trigger the fish into attack mode. 

This pattern is one that I seldom start out with. Usually, I begin with a more 
traditional-looking smelt pattern. My secret is, if things are slow, then out comes 
this fly. The mix of blue with the smokey grizzly often changes our luck in the 
boat. There are stories of famous New Hampshire tyers that always offered one 
or two blue-based trolling patterns, which is why I came up with this one. Several 
years ago, I had Ewing Feather Birds dye a grizzly saddle hackle with a smokey 
gray colour: it has outperformed the traditional grizzly early in the season.   

There are a few other key features to note in this pattern, starting with the 
throat and the cheeks. Salmon will often attack a smelt at the head and injure 
it, then circle around back and hit it again from the rear. The throat on the 
Smokey Blue is to emphasise the look of being injured. For the cheeks, I have 

Tandem 
Scott A. Biron

Smokey Blue
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used jungle cock here, but eighty percent of the time I substitute a painted eye 
instead. One last note, on the tinsel body. Many traditional streamer flies had 
a floss body with a tinsel rib. Over the years, some of these patterns were 
changed and the floss was eliminated because it did not hold up under multiple 
fish. I do subscribe to the idea that the more beat up the fly is, the more it 
attracts salmon but as a fly-tyer, I like my patterns to hold up which is why 
there is no floss in this one. 
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Dressing 

Hook: Partridge Wet Heavy Supreme, #4 (front) and #6 (rear). 
Thread: Red. 
Connecting wire: Berkley Steelon 45lb test. 
Attractor Beads: Partridge Pro-Rig 5mm, red. 
Body: Flat silver tinsel (both hooks). 
Belly: Four peacock herls with sparse white bucktail under them, all extending 
past the bend of the hook.  
Wing: Sky blue Ewing Feather Birds saddle hackle on the outside with a smokey 
grizzly one on the inside. Tear Repair adhesive.  
Shoulder: Gray mallard extending to the bend of the front hook. 
Throat: White with red hen under it for the lower throat and red hen for the upper. 
Cheek: Jungle cock or painted eye white with red pupil. Fabric Fusion adhesive. 

These are the hooks that the 1
tandems were traditionally tied on.  
Partridge Heavy Supreme will 
stand up to a tremendous amount 
of punishment and are the only 
hooks I use when tying tandems. 
The Pro-Rig beads are added to the 
wire attaching the hooks. These 
beads add two elements, first the 
colour adds a look of an injured 
smelt. Second, they push water giv-
ing the tandem a lot of action. 1
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3

4

5

Cover the shank of the rear hook with 2
a solid thread base - usually I go over 
the shank three times with the thread 
before attaching the tinsel at the end 
of the body, on the far side of the 
hook shank. Then secure along the 
hook shank with open turns of thread 
(see step 4 below). 

Use Steelon Nylon Coated Wire to 3
attach the front and rear hooks. 
Steelon was the choice of many his-
torical tandem tyers. The nylon 
coating allows the thread to bite into 
it helping to lock it in place. 

Turn the hook upside down in the 4
vice, run the Steelon through the eye  
and secure it to the underside of the 
shank with some tight wraps. Make 
sure the Steelon is lined along the 
bottom of the shank; if not, the rear 
hook will be offset from the front one 
and the fly can spin in the water.  

Here I like to go up and back once 
over the wire with the thread, then 
use a bit of Zap a Gap to lock the 
wire in place and repeat the process 
two or three times.   

Take one wrap around the bare hook 5
shank with the tinsel, then cover the 
wire with close touching turns going 
forward. The Zap a Gap will still be wet 
and the process makes for a solid body 
once the tinsel goes on. Tie off the tin-
sel, form a neat head and whip finish 
it, then apply a few coats of varnish. 

2
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Cover the shank of the front hook with a solid thread base, same as for 6
the rear hook. Place four Pro-Rig Beads on the Steelon and attach the 
wire to the top of the front hook, leaving about a wooden match head 
space between the end of the wire and the eye of the hook. 

Secure the wire using the same method as in Step 4, making sure the wire 7
is laid in a straight line on top of the hook. Then wrap the tinsel over the 
hook shank and wire as per Step 5.  

Attach four peacock herls at the end of the body, under the hook shank, 8
so that they extend well past the rear of the hook. 

6

8

7
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Next tie in 15-18 hairs of sparse white bucktail under the hook shank and 9
varnish over the thread wraps. 

These saddles will make up one side of the wing. I size them and strip off 10
the waste, leaving about one inch or less of bare stem. If you leave too 
much stem, it can become a problem when the feathers are tied in. 

Next, place a small amount of Tear Repair on the stem at the base of the 11
feather. This acts as an adhesive. Traditional tyers used thick varnish but 
that can seep into the hackle fibres, whereas the Tear Repair dries quickly 
and clear. Line up the light blue feather and then press it against the 
smokey grizzly one, to make one side of the wing. Repeat the process for 
the opposite wing.  

9

11

10
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Line up the wing tips and tie in the butts with three snug wraps. Make 12
certain the wings are directly on top of the front hook shank. By taking 
the time earlier to make sure the Steelon was properly lined up, the  wings 
should line up perfectly over both hooks. 

Here’s a closer look at how 13
the wings are tied in. By 
starting with three snug 
wraps, I can make any 
adjustments needed. Once 
happy, I put some tighter 
turns over the butts as I wrap 
the thread towards the eye 
and lock everything in place 
with a small drop of varnish. 

Add the mallard shoulders 14
one side at a time. Traditionally, many tyers attached the shoulder with 
adhesive to the wings and tied them in as one unit. I like tying them in 
separate. Many tyers make their shoulders too big - on tandems I try only 
to cover the front hook.  

[ 25 ]
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12

14

13
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Tie in the white hen as the 15
first lower throat. 

 

 

 

 

Add the red hen lower and 16
upper throat. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tie in the jungle cock and 17
apply a small amount of 
Fabric Fusion on the under-
side to attach it to the 
mallard. This helps to make 
it a bit more durable. 

 

 

 

Form a head and whip fin-18
ish it several times. Apply 
varnish until you have a 
solid, glossy head. 
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15

17

16

18
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There you have it - a great-looking tandem fly in the vice. Everything lines 19
up and it’s ready to get wet. 

And here it is wet. Notice the wing really tapers down and this will flow 20
in the water when trolling, while the beads will push water and add move-
ment to the wing. The white bucktail creates a nice belly and the herls 
add a lateral line to the fly. The red upper and lower throat really give the 
look of a smelt that has been injured. 

Fly designed, tied and photographed by Scott A. Biron. Scott is a fly-tyer from New London, 
New Hampshire, USA. He was awarded a NH Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Grant and 
studied fly tying including Traditional New England Streamer patterns and Classic Salmon 
Flies, later becoming a Master Artist in the Traditional Arts Program. He has a strong interest 
in historical NH fly-tyers and their lost patterns. Scott is a member of the FDG, the Catskill 
Fly Tyers Guild, an Ambassador for the American Museum of Fly Fishing, a regular contributor 
to the NH Wildlife Journal and a fly-tying instructor and demonstrator at various regional 
and national shows. He is on the Partridge of Redditch, Regal Vise, Solarez and Ewing Feather 
Birds Pro Teams. www.nhflytyer.com
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Topwater fishing in general is one of the most exciting disciplines, regardless 
of whether it is for salmonids, carp, perch or, as in my case, pike. Back in 2000, 
when I was a spin fisherman, the first pike in Spring were the most exciting, 
lying in the shallow water after spawning in the midst of the weeds to fill their 
bellies. That feeling hasn’t changed for me to this day, even as a fly-fisherman. 

The moment you suddenly see the bright gill cover and its arches and the 
opening mouth of the fish you targeted dashing towards the bait at lightning 
speed: pure and simple adrenaline from zero to one hundred! You have to pull 
yourself together to avoid reflexively setting the stop and risk pulling the bait 
straight out of his mouth. You bite your lip until you finally feel tension in the 
line and then set a reasonable strip strike. Nothing can go wrong this way. 

Diving  
Frogs 
 
 
Alois Trübner
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Poppers are often used for fly-fishing in this manner - a classic type of 
streamer for fishing on the surface. I had some very exciting moments with 
this topwater lure on a fly-rod, but I wanted a pattern that looked even more 
realistic than a popper. And by more realistic, I didn’t mean just depicting the 
silhouette of a frog in greater detail, but also imitating its behaviour. These 
two aspects sparked my ambition and so I got hold of almost all the different 
types of frogs’ legs and popper heads available in the market. 

Looking through the various types of frogs’ legs obtained, I quickly con-
cluded they weren’t enough. At that time there were many suppliers for frogs’ 
legs but none offered matching arms. Of course, you could convert small legs 
into arms by working them a little with scissors and combining them with 
larger legs, but that didn’t satisfy me. So I talked to Kenneth Hejnfelt, a good 
buddy from Denmark who also enjoys ‘popping’ a lot and the first sketches 
and true-to-scale designs were quickly created. 

I was also looking for the right 
material for the frog arms and legs. 
Not too stiff, to ensure natural move-
ment in the water. Capable of taking 
almost any type of colouring, 
whether paintbrush, permanent 
marker, alcohol marker or spray can, 
so that everyone could easily access to 
this niche form of fly-fishing without 
having to dig deep into their pockets. 
It also had to be robust, because who 
would want to attach a prosthesis to 
their frog after the first pike? When I 
finally found the right material, I took it and the designs for the limbs to Den-
nis, a friend from Holland, who also runs Bigstreamers, an online fly-tying 
shop. Dennis cut the first prototypes and after a lot of back and forth, Raptorz 
Realistic Frog Limbz were thus born. 

They are available in sets of three arms and legs, in three sizes (S, M, L), 
which you can colour according to your own preferences to make a frog that 
pike will love. Limbz are designed for durability and mobility in the water. If, 
however, you find them too mobile, after colouring them, you can apply some 
flexible UV-cured resin or superglue at the tie-in point and along the front 
edges of the thighs and upper arms and thus stiffen them a little if necessary. 

[ 29 ]
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So the first aspect, the silhouette, was covered and I could devote myself to 
the second, the behaviour. The requirement was clear: the frog should hang in 
the surface film and work its way through it inconspicuously when stripped 
slowly and naturally, and submerge when tapped hard to reappear at the strip 
stop. 

The choice was not difficult for me because there were these wonderful Sur-
face Seducer Double Barrel Popper and Slider Bodies that I had already knew 
and used. To achieve the desired effect, I just had to incorporate them into the 
fly the other way around. This gave the frog the perfect silhouette and the abil-
ity to push itself under the surface of the water while stripping, just like a frog 
does when it is on the run. This behaviour is reinforced if you don’t fish it as 
a slider on a floating line, but as a diver on a slow intermediate weight forward. 
This allows you to get the frog to submerge when stripped back and reappear 
at the end of the strip and hang in the surface film. So you can fish the frog 
both just below the surface (and up to a meter under) and directly on the sur-
face. Pure flexibility and simply irresistible for the pike! 
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Next, the body material. I purposely did not use deer hair for it, for three 
reasons. Firstly, I wanted the fly to imitate the frog as it emerges naturally from 
the surface, and not look like a cork bobbing up carefree to the surface. The 
buoyancy of the popper head was perfect for this, even when fishing smaller 
the sizes for perch and trout on the lighter rods.  

Durability and keeping down the weight of fly were the other two reasons. 
A deer hair body would be shaved by pike in no time and, after a certain time, 
would begin to soak up water and become heavier. Since casting this fly would 
already be difficult due to its shape and size, I wanted to make the rest of the 
body as light as possible. Predator Fibres from Semperfli provided the best 
alternative. It would be no problem for a competent pike angler with a 9-
weight rod to land such a fly 15 metres from the boat on a calm day. 

Hooks are always a topic of conversation 
amongst fly-tyers. I needed a strong but 
light hook with a wide gape, to ensure that 
the dressing did not compromise fly’s hook-
ing capabilities. After a few test runs, the 
choice was easy: my choice was the Partridge 
barbless Absolute Predator CS45 in size 4/0. 
The size I have used here is perfect for the 
Realistic Frog Limbs in size L and the Double Barrel Popper heads in size XL. 
Some anglers will feel that fishing for pike with barbless hooks carries a great 
risk of losing the fish. This is understandable, but I find pike are much easier 
to catch with these hooks. They need a lot less force to set compared to barbed 
hooks and they don’t immediately create an elongated hole in the fish’s mouth. 
We also have to keep up a reasonable pressure on the fish, keeping it on the 
fish, right up to the net. 

Now, you’ve heard a lot about the creation process for this pattern - we 
should move onto how to tie it, which is as simple as it gets. That is why I 
chose to tie it in black here, which by the way is the most effective for me. As 
you have already seen, there are no limits to the way in which the frog could 
be coloured, in a manner designed to catch the fish and the angler at the same 
time. However, from the point of view of the pike, black simply offers the best 
contrast to the sky and is therefore the best option. So this is a Diving Frog 
for the pike only, not the angler. 

In the following steps I will explain how you can achieve a great effect with 
just a few materials. 
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Diving Frogs 

Hook: Partridge of Redditch CS45 # 4/0. 
Thread: G.S.P (Gel Spun Polyethylene) 100 denier thread. Here I’ve used Sem-
perfli Nano Silk 6/0. 
Limbs: Raptorz Realistic Frog Limbz, # L. 
Body and head: Semperfli Predator Fibres in the colour(s) you prefer for the 
rear half. Flymen Surface Seducer Double Barrel Popper head # XL for the front. 
White is best if you wish to colour it. If so, you will also need one or two per-
manent markers, spray paint or similar.  
Eyes: Your choice. 
Adhesives: Superglue and Raidzap Flex UV-cured resin to stiffen the limbs, if 
required.

Clamp the hook in the vice and lay a 1
base of thread on the hook shank. Fix 
this with a little superglue. 

Separate a strand of Predator Fibres 2
from the bundle and cut off a length 
of approximately 4cm, fix it on the 
hook shank with 3 loose wraps and 
distribute the fibres around the hook 
shank. Then put pressure on the 
thread and fix the fibres in place with 
5-6 tight wraps. 

1

2
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Fold the material backwards, secure it 3
in place with some tight thread wraps 
and secure it with Superglue. 

 

 

While the Superglue is still damp, 4
position the legs on top of the hook 
shank (painted black in this case), 
and let the glue dry briefly.  

 

 

Secure the legs in place with a few 5
wraps of thread over the tying-in tab 
and remove the excess. If you haven’t 
stiffened your legs yet, you can do so 
now. 

 

 

Cut off another 4cm long bunch of 6
the Predator Fibres again and position 
it on the hook shank just in front of 
the frog legs and follow the same pro-
cess as in Step 2 above. After taking 
5-6 tight wraps, wet the thread with 
Superglue and take another couple of 
tight wraps with the wet thread to 
lock everything in place. 

Note: You can vary the colour of the 
Predator Fibres bundles, if you like. 

 

3

5

4

6

Flydresser - Winter 2021 okokok NEW.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  11/01/2022  16:01  Page 33



[ 34 ]

F L Y D R E S S E R

Fold the fibres back and secure with 7
a few tight wraps immediately in 
front of them but only for support, 
not over the roots, otherwise some of 
the volume will be lost.  

 

Place the popper head on the hook, 8
butting up to the eye of the hook. 
Then, take some close wraps of tying 
thread immediately behind the head, 
to mark the point up to where Steps 
6 and 7 should be repeated.  

Then remove the head and repeat 
Steps 6 and 7 until you reach the 
point where the fibre body should 
end.  

 

Once you’ve completed the fibre 9
body, lay down a bed of superglue on 
the hook shank up to the eye.  

 

 

 

 

 

Take the thread forwards to the eye 10
and back in open turns in a criss-cross 
pattern.  

 

7

9

8

10
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Take the thread forward and create 11
two small evenly-spaced bumps as 
shown. This combination of the  
rough criss-crossed surface and the 
two bumps provide a secure hold for 
the popper head. 

 

Next prepare the head. Make a lat-12
eral cut down the popper head, from 
the back of the head all the way 
across the pre-formed circular 
indentation for the eye but no fur-
ther.  

 

Then cut the legs off the middle 13
supporting tab, position them in the 
slit level with that pre-formed inden-
tation for the eyes and glue each arm 
in with Superglue. Then apply 
Superglue down each side of the slit 
to glue the head closed. 

11

12

13
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Now tie a whip finish knot behind 14
the last thread bump you made and 
remove the thread.  

Push the popper head onto the hook 15
to check how everything looks, then 
pull the head back but not all the way 
off the hook. Wet the hook shank 
with Superglue. Hold your breath 
and wiggle the head back into posi-
tion. Press it down firmly onto the 
hook shank and allow the glue set. 

You can now do your hair styling, according to your preference. Very sharp 16
scissors are an immense advantage. Just be careful not to cut the legs or 
arms. That will really annoy you deeply! 

14

15

16
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Since this black frog is a real fishing 17
fly for me, I wouldn’t normally add 
eyes to it but I have done so just for 
you!  

 
The popper head on the fancier example 
below is covered with two to three layers 
of Raidzap Flex to protect the eyes and 
preserve the body colour.  

17
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As always, you can get all of the materials listed here from me in the Raptorz 
shop at www.raptorz-shop.com and if you have any questions or would like to 
work on something like this with me in a workshop (in person or online), you 
are welcome to contact me by email and we will work out something out. With 
this in mind, I wish you a lot of fun with tying this fly and lots of adrenaline-
filled fishing!

F L Y D R E S S E R

Fly designed, tied and photographed by Alois Trübner. Alois started fishing aged nine, with a pole on 
the village pond, under his grandfather’s tutelage. He gradually developed into a fisherman with a 
license and had lots of fun winning club competitions. At some point, mopeds, girls and parties became 
more important, but a move to an engineering job in Hamburg in 2003 got Alois spin fishing for 
pikeperch, pike and perch in the Elbe, Alster and surrounding Northern German waters. An Irish 
colleague introduced him to fly fishing in 2012, which prompted Alois to teach himself to tie flies. 
Tying now occupies and fascinates Alois almost more than fishing itself. His focus is on streamers for 
pike, pikeperch and perch although patterns for salmonids are becoming increasingly important. You 
can contact Alois on raptorzfishing@gmail.com and don’t miss his flies on his Instagram account 
www.instagram.com/raptorzfishing.  

The Medlar Press 
The Grange, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9DE 

01691 623225

The Medlar Press 
The Grange, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9DE 

The Medlar Press The Medlar Press 

www.medlarpress.com

The Medlar Press The Medlar Press 
The Grange, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9DE 
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Minnow 

                                      Mark II 
 

MICK HALL
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In 2005, I was invited to tie at the British Fly Fair International at Stoke-on-
Trent. Luckily for me, I was placed next to Enrico Puglisi from New York. At 
that point, Enrico had gained a worldwide reputation for wide bodied saltwater 
flies and the material he has developed to tie them with. 

I mentioned to Enrico that he might create a fresh water range, as his salt-
water material was amazing. His answer was that he didn’t know the freshwater 
scene and we left it at that. It was to be a year later before we met up again 
and talked about my suggestion and this time he agreed, as long as I did it for 
him. That is how the EP Trigger Point International Fibers range came into 
being. There are sixteen colours in the range, which were purposely designed 
to match the wing colours found in nature. One of this range’s great assets is 
that you can blend the fibres to match the natural shades and variations in 
colour - you could say it does for winging material what dubbing has done for 
bodies.  

In 2008, just prior to the British Fly Fair International, I was invited by the 
crew from Shakespeare to fish at Lechlade Trout Fisheries in Gloucestershire. 
As I was not fully prepared for fishing, I only had a few Laser Minnows Mark 
II and some of my Scruffies tucked away in a zip lock plastic bag ‘just in case’. 
I had had a lot of success with the Mark II chasing rainbows on my home 
waters, so it was a no brainer that they should also work at Lechlade; I mean 
fish are fish and all predators love bait fish. 

Flydresser - Winter 2021 okokok NEW.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  11/01/2022  16:01  Page 39



[ 40 ]

F L Y D R E S S E R

Lechlade is a nine acre lake that is well stocked with 2lbs plus trout; with 
some as large as 20lbs (if you can catch them). Adjoining is a 250 yard frontage 
on the River Leach, a wild, brown trout stream and another lake called 
Bushyleaze, which is around 22 acres. There is a well appointed tackle shop / 
reception and a good sized shelter on Bushyleaze, where you can get out the 
weather and have a tea or coffee, often needed to make your day just that little 
bit better. 

I know what some of you may be thinking: ‘Stew ponds full of huge fish.’  
Well, that could not be further from the truth; the fishing was not easy but 
the fish we caught were in great condition and fought like stocked lake fish 
that you may find in Australia. Both of these lakes are clear, limestone waters 
with an abundance of insect life and through the peak of the season, dry fly 
fishing is the favoured technique. 

However, I was there late in the season and the fishing was a little quiet until 
I put on a Laser Minnow Mark II and caught two in quick succession. Later 
in the session, in a different location, I actually dropped another two. I handed 
a Laser  Minnow over to James Robbins of Shakespeare who was fishing just 

down from me and almost 
immediately, he was also 
into a nice rainbow. 

The Laser Minnow Mark 
II has now taken trout in 
England, New Zealand, 
Tasmania and around my 
home waters at Eildon. You 
could say it has earned its 
place in my fly box. Tying 
this pattern is not difficult; 
it is simply a layering pro-
cess but just the same, there 
are a couple of tips that I 
recommend you adopt if 
attempting to tie it, set out 
in the step by step that fol-
lows.
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Dressing 

Hook: Partridge Limerick or Partridge Ideal streamer, #8. 
Thread: Black 8/0. 
Bead: Gold #3/32nd for a #8 hook. 
Underbelly: Enrico Puglisi Trigger Point International (‘TPI’) Fibers in Sparkle 
Pearl. 
Wing, first layer: TPI Fiers in Green Drake (or Light March Brown ones 
instead). 
Wing, second layer: TPI Fibers in Quick Silver. 
Wing, third layer: a few strands of TPI Fibers in Black. 

Place an appropriate sized gold bead 1
on the hook and secure in place 
with the thread.  

Lay down a bed of thread along the 
hook shank extending to approxi-
mately 4mm behind the bead.  

 

Take a small bunch of Sparkle Pearl 2
TPI Fibers and tie it in underneath 
the hook shank. The fibres should 
be about double the length of the 
hook shank.  

 

Tie in a bunch of Green Drake TPI 3
Fibers (or, as a variation, use Light 
March Brown ones instead). Do 
not tie in too much material, as we 
need to keep our fly on the slim 
side. For a neater finish, tie in the 
material with the cut butts facing 
backwards as shown, hiding them 
underneath the wing.  

1

3

2
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Trim the butt ends, fold lay the fibres 4
back over the shank and wrap over the 
top, keeping your thread wraps close 
to the bead.  

Take a smaller bunch of Quick Silver 5
TPI Fibers, about a third less than the 
Green Drake. Secure them in the same 
way but make them a little longer 
than the Green Drake fibres so you get 
a layering effect, with the fly tapering 

to a point rather than a straight edge. Keep the fly profile slim. 

The final layer is just a few strands of Black TPI Fibers, tied in as before 
and a little longer than the Quick Silver. Take care not to overdo this  layer. 
Tie off immediately behind the head and varnish the collar.  

If necessary, trim the fibres at an angle to required length as I have done 6
below and the job’s complete.  

4

5

2

6
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The original Laser Minnow was put together around ten years before and at that 
time I tied it using a product called Laser Light. There is nothing wrong with 
that material but it is softer than the TPI Fibers and it resists blending together.  

As you can see from the finished flies tied with TPI Fibers above and below, 
the blends of colour give a really natural effect to the fly. The Mark II is also 
more streamlined than the original. Finally, an added bonus is that with the 
colour selection of the TPI Fibers range, it is also possible to get a very close 
representation of many of our common Galaxiids, or the fry of roach, redfin, 
carp, trout etc. 

Fly designed, tied and photographed by 

Mick Hall. Mick is well-known in his native 

Australia as a fly-fishing historian, expert 

entomologist and enthusiastic fly-tyer and 

angler. He has written many articles for Aus-

tralian and international magazines and 

demonstrated at  fly-tying shows worldwide,  

including in the UK. 
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I first came to know about ultra-violet or UV-cured gels and the like at shows 
in the United States. After experiments with epoxy, largely unsatisfactory, I 
discovered Tuffleye, a resin that hardened without discolouring when exposed 
to blue (rather than UV) light. 

This material was quickly followed by a wide range of similar gels, the vast 
majority developed from dental technology and cured using UV light. Bug-
Bond was the first successful UV-cured gel brought out for fly-tyers in the UK 
and it continues to lead the market today, while Solarez is the current market 
leader in the United States. There are many others, some developed by well-
established companies such as Deer Creek and Loon Outdoors, others by 
opportunists taking advantage of the market and using names very similar to 
the well-recognised brands. 

There is no doubt that UV gels have revolutionised the tying of larger flies, 
especially those for saltwater and predator, by increasing durability and allow-
ing the tyer to form and shape bulky materials. I am now seeing UV gel used 
as a substitute for head varnish and even used as an adhesive.  

A while ago Steve Silverio, an ‘ageing fly-tyer’ as he modestly describes  
himself on page 15 and a regular contributor to Flydresser, brought to my notice 
a YouTube film by Tim Flagler about problems with UV gels (https://www.fly-
tyer.com/resin-safety/) and that is the reason for this article.  

The trend towards using UV gels seems to have overlooked an important 
fact: their ingredients include a number of chemicals and, as with many  

[ 44 ]

UV cured gels: 
A boon or a blight? 

 

 
CHRIS REEVES
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chemicals, there are risks associated with using them. It’s important that  
fly-tyers understand these risks before using UV gels and take appropriate steps 
if they decide to use them.  

The United States requires all chemicals to have a ‘data sheet’ explaining all 
the risks associated with any product. I don’t propose to do this for every brand 
out there but below is an extract taken from the data sheet of what appears to 
be typical UV-cured resin.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two rows highlighted above pose the first potential problem for fly-tyers. 

Both hydroxyalkyl methacrylate and acrylic acid have exposure limits as low 

 General information 
 Product name:                     MP 53037  
Chemical family:                  Ultraviolet light curing adhesives 
Chemical name:                   Methacrylate esters  
 

Composition 

Ingredients                                         CAS No.  %  

Urethane methacrylate resin                                   5888-33-5                             20-50  
High boiling methacrylate                                     7534-94-3                             15-35  
Hydroxyalkyl methacrylate                                    868-77-9                               20-35  
Acrylic acid*                                                          79-10-7                                 1-5 
Photo initiator                                                       24650-42-8                           1-3  
Substituted silane                                                   2530-83-8 0                           1-1 

* This component is listed as a SARA Section 313 toxic chemical. 
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as two parts per million for skin contact, and the concentration of these two 
chemicals in UV-cured gels is considerably higher than that. Whilst in theory, 
fine-tipped applicators, needles and other tools should help avoid touching 
the gel until it’s cured, many find this difficult to do in practice, on more than 
one occasion. Exposure to any chemical, particularly above the exposure limits, 
can cause issues for those who are sensitive to it or become sensitised through 
prolonged use.  

Besides the chemical composition of the gels, many fly-tyers have reported 
little clouds of ‘smoke’ rising from the fly when the UV light is applied. This 
is a product of the chemical reaction as the UV light cures the resin and, if 
inhaled, can also add to the potential problems for users.  

The UV lights used to cure these resins also create risk. You probably know 
that sun beds carry a skin cancer risk but using a sun bed without adequate 
eye protection is also a recipe for cataracts and other eye problems. Salons 
therefore provide special UV protection glasses for use on the beds. Likewise 
dentists may use a UV cured gel when fixing a filling and, if they do, they will 
use UV protection themselves and will normally insist on their patient using 
goggles or wraparound glasses too. So clearly, professionals outside the fly-tying 
world recognise the dangers of UV light and its use. 

Following Tim’s video and the responses to his Facebook post, Steve Silverio 
no longer uses UV gels as he has realised they are not necessary for his style of 
tying. Other well-known fly-tyers have also stopped using them, or adopted 
certain precautions, as per the verbatim quotes below.  

 
Fabrizio Gajardoni - a regular contributor to Flydresser  

who no longer uses UV Gels. 
  

‘My experience with UV resin was very bad! I had big health problems 
on my skin, especially on my face. I had a lot of pricking on my face 
and swollen eyelids. I went to the dermatologist, he said that it was 
chronic atopic dermatitis. Talking about the reason for this problem,  
I told him that I used UV resins. He said that it might have been the 
reason but wasn’t not sure.  

So I stopped using them and having avoided using UV gels for some 
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months, I solved the problem. Well, a few months later I had to tie a 
fly and I tried again with the UV resin and only for a couple of minutes. 
The day after, I felt again the pricking around my eyes and in other 
parts of my face. So I have confirmation that this is the problem. I have 
deleted all the UV glue from my life.’ 

 
Allen Landheer - a well-known tyer who regularly exhibits  

at the American fly-fishing shows. 
 

‘I had a reaction I couldn’t account for. It was an itchy rash that 
occurred at about the same time as John Collins and Tim Bartholomew 
(fellow fly-tyers) both developed rashes, when we first started to use the 
new UV cured resins.  

I quickly learned the vapours released when curing caused this, if the 
vapor came into contact with your skin. I now use a fan and keep my 
hands well away while I am hitting the resin with the light. I haven’t 
had a problem since. I now wear rubber gloves when doing this process 
as well.’ 

 
Dave Schmezer - a professional fly-tyer originally from Pennsylvania  

and now living in Florida. David has suffered from contact dermatitis for years. 
His story ends with a series of sensible tips for future use of UV cured gels. 

 
‘Yes, there are many things to consider with the use of UV resin prod-

ucts. I was introduced to UV resins around 20 years ago, and also the 
blue light-cured resin. 

I have experienced  the most noted problem mentioned with using UV 
cured gels, including rashes and skin problems. I’ve been to at least six doc-
tors over the years, often with severe, debilitating episodes with my hands. 
With the help of my latest and incredibly thorough doctor and my own 
research, we have found some revealing and unexpected conclusions.  

Of the many skin issues like eczema, dermatitis, contact dermatitis, I 
am basically addressing contact dermatitis, ‘contact’ being the operative 
word, which I’ll explain.  
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UV and blue light resins contain ‘photo initiators’ which are respon-
sible for their quick curing. As with most things we use that ‘cure’, there 
is a byproduct of that curing process. Two-part epoxy gets warm or hot 
and produces vapour. Many of the glues we use, particularly cyanoacry-
late (Superglue), and most paints give off vapour when curing. With UV 
resin, the intense, quick chemical reaction, particularly with the thinnest 
resins, can be seen in the form of smoke. Even if you can’t see it, be 
assured, it is there! Since it is there, we can come in contact with it. 

Does the manufacturer have responsibility to provide a ‘warning’ 
label? I would like to see one! In my research, I found out a lot from 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHEA). There 
is wide use of UV resins in industry and it is highly regulated. Then I 
learned much more from my latest dermatologist! Much of the respon-
sibility falls on the user, obviously I found that out the hard way! I hope 
the previous information and what I will explain next will help my 
friends and fellow-fly tyers be safe and free of problems while using UV 
products.  

First, let me say that UV resins are a great addition to a tyer’s arsenal! 
They have allowed me to do much more and do it much quicker! I tie 
a lot of saltwater flies and UV gel has added durability to many patterns, 
which is a big factor, and it has allowed more creativity! So will I stop 
using or not recommend UV resins? Absolutely not! But, I’ve learned a 
set of rules / guidelines for their use and, because of the fear of having 
another flare-up, I really adhere to them. I’ve been pretty happy not to 
have had a flare up for a while. Please, just use commons sense - these 
rules have helped me and I hope they helps you all out there. 

  
1) Usually I wear nitrile gloves, but wipe them off often to prevent 

transferring any UV resin to the vise, tools, bench etc. I also wash my 
hands with gloves on before taking them off.  

 
2) If not wearing gloves, avoid getting resin on your skin. Wipe any 

excess or drips. Clean applicator spigots with small sections of paper 
towels, then discard them immediately and do not reuse.  
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3) If I get any resin on bare skin, I have cleaning / baby wipes handy 
to clean it off immediately!  

 
4) Wash hands fairly often or when taking a break to avoid transfer-

ring any resin anywhere else!  
 
5) DO NOT wash hands with HOT water ... EVER! For a long time, 

I washed with hot water, until I found out it was the main culprit for 
my skin (hands) becoming sensitised! It opens pores and allows pene-
tration deeper into the skin. I learned this from OSHA! So use at the 
most only luke warm water with a non-irritating dish soap. By the way, 
‘sensitized’ is clinically different from ‘sensitive’! If clinically diagnosed 
as having ‘sensitised’ skin, this is irreversible! 

 
6) No matter how many flies I’m tying, whether two or two dozen, 

with few exceptions, the main UV application on all the flies, like the 
head / eyes on baitfish patterns is done last! When done with all the UV 
work, or done for the day, I wipe off the bench, vice and any tools used 
with Clorox wipes. Not really a big thing considering the possibilities, 
and it only takes a few minutes. 

I’m also going along with Tim Flagler in his video: ventilation of the 
tying area with a small fan helps! I use a small ceramic personal space 
heater that performs double duty, ventilation and warming the thicker 
resins to eliminate bubbles or to make it easier to brush onto larger flies.’ 

 
In conclusion UV gels are a valuable fly-tying tool but also have their prob-

lems, as do other materials commonly used fly-tying, such as picric acid and 
cellulose varnish to name but two. Should you stop using UV gels? My answer 
is yes, if they are causing you issues, hopefully before you get sensitised.  

However, if you follow any safety instructions for the product provided by 
the manufacturer and take precautions such as those detailed above, then by 
all means carry on using them when they are called for, if you so wish. 
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I was lucky enough to go to the 17th Erlebniswelt Fliegenfischen or Interna-
tional Experience the World of Fly Fishing, held at Fürstenfeldbruck near 
Munich in Germany, after missing a year due to Covid. The highlight of shows 
for me is seeing and talking to the tyers, and this show did not disappoint. 

One of the highlights was a German fly-dresser, Erwin Tibad, and his inge-
nious way of making mayfly bodies, out of vinyl latex-free and powder-free 
gloves, using tools and a burner he designed himself. 

He cuts out a square from the palm and top of a glove and then soaks it in 
hot water, just under boiling, for 10 minutes. This can be done in batches well 
in advance and put aside. They can then be cut into quarter-inch strips ready 
for the next stage.  

On the end of the tools, there is a tiny slit, to slide the end of the vinyl strip 
in to start, then it’s a simple process of rolling the strip down the shaped body 
on the tool in overlapping turns. Use a lighter to just melt the final wrap and 
secure it in place. 

Erwin Tibad demonstrating his tools and 

technique to Barry Ord-Clarke. 

 
    EWF Show 

 
 

Peter Wilkins
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Whilst the body is on the tool, use permanent markers to colour it as 
required. Then hold it above the burner and turn it over the heat for around 
sixty seconds. The body will go transparent and look like glass. You will then 
be able to slide it off the tool, ready for tying in. Use the pin to create a hole 
in the tail of the body from the inside. The tail feathers can be pushed into 
position and fixed with a dab of glue. 

I was blown away by the method and the tools he made, which also include 
forms for making other types of extended bodies in the same fashion, such as 
dragonflies.  

It’s amazing how inventive some fly-dressers can be and long may it continue. 
If you wish to see the process in practice, there is a video on YouTube by Rosen 
Velev (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCfwBTcifgQ), although unfortu-
nately it’s not in English. The process is from four minutes into the video.  

I’m looking forward to the next show and learning new methods from fly -
dressers around the world. My next show to visit will be the British Fly Fair 
International in February 2022: can’t wait!  
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FDG Trade Members and Supporters 
We are very grateful for the support of all our Trade Members and encourage our 
members to support them in return wherever possible.  
 

Organisations that provide discounts 

The following organisations provide discounts to bona fide FDG members. Do sup-
port them with your business and remember to ask for your discount - it will soon 
cover the cost of your membership and demonstrate the Guild’s support for them. 
However, please don’t abuse or jeopardise their goodwill by passing on the discount 
codes to anyone who isn’t a member. 

Barbless Hook Company 
A small range of high quality barbless 
hooks, nets and wading sticks. 
W: www.barblesshookcompany.com 
E: info@barblesshookcompany.com 
Quote fdg999 to obtain a 20% discount. 
 
Deer Creek 
Wide range of fly-tying materials. 
W: www.deercreek.co.uk 
E: deercreekflies@gmail.com 
T: +44 (0)1745 330 784 
Quote the code FDG20 to obtain a 20% 
discount. 
 
Celtic Blob Company 
W: www.facebook.com/pg/Celtic-Blob-
Company-1772701019659337 
E: celticblob@gmail.com 
Quote the code FDG2020 to obtain a 
10% discount on purchases from the on-
line store on Facebook. 

Fin and Game / Funky Fly Tying 
Full range of fly-fishing equipment and 
clothing and fly-tying materials.  
W: www.finandgame.com 
W: www.funkyflytying.com 
E: info@finandgame.com 
T: +44 (0)1573 224 066 
Quote your membership number with 
your order to obtain a 10% discount on 
all purchases over £20. 
 
FishtoFly 
Graeme Urch offers a variety of services 
offered, including custom tied flies, 
coaching for newcomers and digital 
products.    
W: fishtofly.com  
E: graeme@fishtofly.com 
T: +44(0)7470 915 976 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 15% discount.  
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Flyshed (ex Eyebrook Tackle Shop)  
Fly-tying materials, hooks, tools and 
accessories; fly-fishing consumables.  
W: www.flyshed.co.uk. 
E: sales@flyshed.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)7803 959 704 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 10% discount on all pur-
chases over £20. 
 
Franc N’ Snaelda 
Salmon fly-tying materials specialist. 
http://www.francnsnaelda.co.uk/ 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 10% discount.  
 
Hooks and Hackles 
Quality saddle hackle packs with a min-
imum of 100 inches of feather, plus 
hooks from various manufacturers.  
W: www. hooksandhackles.com.  
Use the code FD10 to obtain a 10% dis-
count on on-line purchases. 
 
Premier Vices 
High quality vices made in England.  
W: www.premiervices.com 
E: premiertool@outlook.com 
T: +44 (0)7912 529 214 
Use the code FD10 and your member-
ship number to obtain a 10% discount 
on on-line purchases. 
 
Richard Wheatley Fly boxes 
Traditional fly boxes. 

W: www.richardwheatley.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)1246 792 019 
Quote the code FDG2020 to obtain a 
10% discount on on-line purchases. 
 
Scottie Products/ PWW Designs 
A range of fly-tying vices, accessories and 
materials.  
W: scottieproducts.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)7708 942 604 
Quote the code FDG10 to obtain a 10% 
discount on on-line purchases. 
 
Sportfish   
Wide range of fly-fishing and fly-tying 
supplies.  
W: www.sportfish.co.uk 
E: sportfish@sportfish.co.uk 
Winforton, Hereford, HR3 6SP 
T: +44 (0)1544 327 111 
Haywards Farm, Theale, Reading,  
RG7 4AS  
T: +44 (0)1189 303 860 
Quote FDG10 on-line or present your 
valid FDG membership card in store to 
obtain a 10% discount. 
 
Vicuña Dubbing  
Natural dubbing from alpacas.  
W: www.vicunadubbing.co.uk 
E: contact@vicunadubbing.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)333 050 3214 
Quote the code Guild10 to obtain a 
10% discount on purchases from the on-
line store.
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Ahrex Hooks 
A full range of hooks for trout, salt-
water and predatory species.  
www.ahrexhooks.com 
 

Coch-y-Bonddu Books 
Fishing, field sports and countryside 
books. 
Heol Pentrerhedyn, Machynlleth, 
Powys SY20 8DG 
Tel: 01654 702837  
Email: orders@anglebooks.com 
www.anglebooks.com 
 

Fly fishing venues 
Draycote, Thornton, Eyebrook, Eli-
nor and Manningford. 
www.flyfishdraycote.co.uk 
www.flyfishthornton.co.uk 
www.flyfisheyebrook.co.uk 
www.elinortf.co.uk 
www.manningfordtroutfishery.co.uk 
 
H. Turrall & Co Ltd 
Wholesale distributors of flies and fly-
tying materials. 
www.turrall.com  
 

Merlin Unwin 
Publishers of fishing, fly-tying and 
many other books.  
www.merlinunwin.co.uk 
 
Regal Vise Company 
The bulldog bite. Available at all 
good retailers.  
www.regalvise.com 
 
Snowbee UK Ltd 
Full range of fly-fishing tackle and 
clothing. 
www.snowbee.co.uk  
 

The British Fly Fair International 
The UK’s premier fly-tying show.  
www.bffi.co.uk 
 

The Medlar Press 
The UK's leading angling publisher, 
specialising in fishing books. 
www.medlarpress.com  
 

Veniard 
Wholesale distributors of a variety of 
fly-tying materials.  
www.veniard.com

Other Trade Members and Supporters 
We are also very grateful to the following Trade Members and other supporters 
who do not provide discounts to individual Guild members, but support  
the Guild in a variety of other ways. We encourage you to also support their 
businesses.
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President: Mike Humphreys 
president@flydressersguild.org 
 
Chairman: Peter Gathercole 
chairman@flydressersguild.org 
 
Vice-Chairman: Charles Jardine 
charles@charlesjardine.co.uk 
 
General Secretary: Chris Reeves 
secretary@flydressersguild.org 
2 Briar Close, West Byfleet,  
KT14 6QF 
 
Membership Secretary:  
David Richards  
membership@flydressersguild.org; 
17 Gelligaer Street, Cathays, 
Cardiff, CF24 4LA 
 
Treasurer1: Stephen Millington 
treasurer@flydressersguild.org 
 
Fishing Competitions Secretary: 
Lee Hooper 
fishing@flydressersguild.org 
 
Fly-Tying Awards & Fly-Tying 
Competition Secretary: 
David Taylor 
awards@flydressersguild.org 
 
Website Content Manager:  
Position vacant 

Members without Portfolio: 
Caroline Emmet 
member4@flydressersguild.org 
Ben Beckwith 
Aimee Kitching 
 
Editorial Committee:  
P. Gathercole, C. Reeves,  
C. Emmet  
editor@flydressersguild.org 
(Postal address as for C. Reeves) 
 
Notes: 
1. Not standing for re-election at the 
AGM. A replacement has been identi-
fied for the Treasurer; Website Content 
Manager required. 
Other Executive Committee positions 
still vacant: Merchandising Manager, 
Marketing Manager, Events Manager.  
 
Webmaster: 
James (position becoming vacant) 
webmaster@flydressersguild.org 

FDG Contact Details
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