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F D G  U P D A T E S  
 
 
 

Dear fellow members,  
A few words regarding this year’s AGM. As you may recall, last year we decided 
to cancel our AGM, due to the increase in COVID-19 cases as the Autumn 
wore on and the ever-increasing restrictions being placed on different geo-
graphic areas. One of the key reasons for doing so was because we were due to 
vote on a fairly fundamental change in our constitution, which would see us 
moving to holding “triennial general meetings” rather than annual ones, due 
to the difficulties experienced in trying to get enough members to attend, let 
alone from more than just “the South”.  The new constitution would also allow 
us to hold meetings online.  We knew both moves would prove to be contro-
versial with some members, so we wanted to give everyone a chance to attend 
the meeting and put their point of view across before the meeting voted on 
the matter.   

We hoped 2021 would allow us to do so. However, although the vaccines 
have allowed some of us to enjoy greater freedom this year, many members are 
still avoiding meeting indoors, and who knows what the situation will be later 
on in the year. So, we are proposing to hold our AGM online even if not explic-
itly allowed to do so under our existing constitution. It seems like the 
pragmatic thing to do, given how the world has moved on in the last couple 
of years and that it may actually allow more people to attend than if we try to 
hold it in person. We trust you will support us on this.  

We know that one of the key attractions of the AGM for some was the 
opportunity to get together for a bit of fishing afterwards.  Those of you who 
have joined any of our bank or boat fishing competitions in the past know 
what fun, sociable events they are, and how much knowledge is shared and 
gained at them.  So we’d like to see whether next year we can get more creative, 
and hold a series of competitions around the UK on or around the same day, 
to make our Autumn competition a truly pan-FDG event. If you have any 
suggestions on where to hold the competitions and who might wish to help 
with organising them, please contact the Fly-Fishing Competitions Secretary. 
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Two more points about the Executive Committee. Firstly, after many years 
of service, Malcolm Price, formerly our Membership Secretary and more 
recently, a Member without Portfolio, sadly decided it was time to step down 
from the Committee. Secondly, after this coming AGM, we will also be bid-
ding goodbye to Stephen Millington as our Treasurer. Malcolm and Stephen 
both stepped into the role at a moment when the Guild was facing a leadership 
and financial crisis and were both instrumental in turning things round. They 
have also been a stalwart supporters at BFFI and a number of other shows we 
used to attend. We will be thanking them both fulsomely at the AGM and 
hope we will still see them from time to time.  

As you will see from the Notice of Meeting, John Butler has kindly offered 
to take over as Treasurer. For those of you who haven’t met John, he is a relative 
newcomer to fly-tying and The Fly Dressers’ Guild, but is hugely enthusiastic 
about both. So much so that he’s recently joined the Surrey Branch of the 
Guild as well and is working hard at his Guild Awards. John enjoyed a long 
career as an accountant before turning his attention to the law and becoming 
a magistrate. Now retired from that as well, he is currently the treasurer of a 
number of other societies. John and Stephen Millington will be ensuring a 
smooth transition.  

Lastly, if anyone would like to help with managing the content of the website 
in Malcolm’s place, please do get in touch.  

Chris Reeves, General Secretary 
 
 

Save the Date: BFFI is back! 
12th & 13th February 2022 

Staffordshire Agricultural Show Ground ST18 0BD 

 

As per the advert in this issue, BFFI is back and the FDG and many of its 
Trade Members and other supporters will be there. Please do support them 
back with your business and remember to use the codes published at the back 
of each issue of Flydresser. For those of us less able to resist temptation, the sav-
ings could offset or cover the cost of the annual subscription.  

And this year, it’s just in time to head back home on Sunday with the perfect 
Valentine’s present! What do you mean, ‘No’? Not even for yourself?

[ 4 ]
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53rd Annual General Meeting of  
The Fly Dressers’ Guild  

 

to be held on Sunday 30th January 2022 at 10.30 am  
online on  

https://zoom.us/join  
Meeting ID: 832 2740 2191 

Passcode: 684899 
 

(The Zoom link will be open from 10.00 am onwards to  
allow members to join in an orderly manner.) 

 

Agenda 

1. Apologies for Absence and Quorum 

2. Adoption of Previous Minutes 

3. Reports of Officers 

4. Adoption of Accounts and Appointment of Examiner 

5. Election/ Re-election of Officers 

a)  Election of John Butler as Treasurer, to take over from Stephen 
Millington at the conclusion of the AGM; 

b)  In accordance with the current Constitution, the following officers 
must retire but are standing for re-election, being eligible to do so:  

(i)  Chair - Peter Gathercole 

(ii)  Ben Beckwith - member without portfolio 

6. Adoption of New Constitution (circulated as a separate insert with this 
issue of Flydresser) 

7. Any Other Business 
 
Should you wish to test the arrangements to make sure you’ll be able to join on the day, 
please contact Caroline Emmet on member4@flydressers.org a week in advance of the 

meeting, as it will be difficult to resolve any issues promptly on the day.  
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Saddle hackle packs -  
minimum 100 inches of 
Whiting Farms or Metz 
feathers 
 
Hooks from a variety of  
manufacturers 
 
Well known brands such as  
Au Ver a Soie, Kopter,  
Turrall, Flybox, Veniards, 
Castle Feathers, Virtual 
Nymph, Kamasan and more  
 
Find me at BFFI in  
February or  
www.hooksandhackles.com 
 
Any queries, contact me on  
07540 304 468 or  
info@hooksandhackles.com 

Discount for FDG members: 
Quote FD10 to obtain a 10% discount online and at BFFI. 

Bringing you the very best hooks and hackles  
at affordable prices
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The sliding mono loop is a fun technique used for tying a dry fly parachute 
without a visible wing or wing post. It uses the slippery nature of monofilament 
as a temporary looped post which is pulled through to invisibly trap the 
parachute hackle in place. Most people use a gallows tool for this but you can 
just stick your thumb in the loop to hold it up in position. It is a pretty fiddly 
technique where the first step of tying the fly is to tie in a length of monofila-
ment and you then have the frustration of wrestling with this whilst tying the 
rest of the fly. I’ve found a neat little trick that is a much easier way to tie these 
postless parachutes, allowing you to add the mono loop in a way that causes a 
lot less grief.  

Some people would ask ‘Why bother tying a postless parachute, what’s 
wrong with a parachute post, fish can’t see it anyway?’ Well, it’s a fantastic way 
to imitate hatching nymphs, buzzers, adult midges and sedges, on a wide vari-
ety of hooks and can even be adopted to imitate spent spinners with an 
oversized hackle. I’ve got nothing against parachute posts but apart from 
mayfly or olive duns, insects on or in the water don’t usually have a big wing 
post coming out of their backs. There is some very convincing evidence that 
shows fish can actually see the wing posts due to water refraction: check out 
‘ghost wings’ in books like The Ring of the Rise by Vincent Marinaro or The 
Trout and The Fly by Brian Clarke and John Goddard.  

These stealthy parachute dries sit semi-submerged in the surface film and 
can be deadly fish catchers although the obvious downside from a fishing point 
of view is that these flies are very difficult to see on the water, especially at a 
distance. But if rules allow, you can fish them as a dry fly duo with either 
another dry fly or an indicator so you can see where it is or, if just short-range 
fishing, you can just look for the rise and if in doubt strike.  

 

 
 
 
         The sliding mono loop  
 

 
 
 
 
 Lee Hooper

parachute
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The Parachuting Badger 

This pattern fascinated me as a teenager when I saw it in one of my first fly-
tying books, The Super Flies of Stillwater by John Goddard. The original 
Parachuting Badger was created by a Danish fly-tyer called Preben Torp Jacob-
sen and used a hackle stalk or piece of mono as a parachute post, which was 
trimmed off the finished fly. The sliding mono loop method does offer a much 
more robust and neater way to tie it. 

The fly is a fabulous variant of the Grey Duster that uses only a few basic 
materials and doesn’t imitate anything specific but can represent any number 
of food items. I think the Grey Duster has classically been used in small sizes 
for fish feeding on caenis and the Parachuting Badger is equally good on still 
waters and rivers.  

The actual mono loop parachute technique can be a bit tricky if you haven’t 
tried this sort of thing before but once you’ve done it a few times it does get 
easier.  

 
Parachuting Badger - Dressing 

Hook: Dry fly hook, #12-#22. I used a Fulling Mill Ultimate Dry Fly #16 hook. 
Thread: Grey or brown 8/0 UNI-Thread or similar. 
Body: Mole fur dubbing. I’ve used a Davie McPhail trick and added a small 
amount of rabbit underfur to bind the mole dubbing and make it much more 
user friendly. 
Mono para-loop: 2-4lb monofilament. Good way to recycle old tippet material! 
Parachute: Badger cock hackle. Using a good genetic hackle, with the longer 
fibre length and slimmer stem, will make this easier. I’ve used a Golden Badger 
hackle here, sorry! 
Tail (optional): Grey flank feather fibres from a French partridge. I like a tail 
on these although, it’s not the original dressing. Remember a nymph emerger 
should only have a short tail.  
Varnish: Some fly-tying varnish/ or head cement for the head and also a drop 
for the parachute. Ideally not too wet as you don’t want it to soak into the dub-
bing. I use some slightly gloopy varnish.
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1Place a hook in the vice, run on 1
your thread to the bend and trim off 
the waste thread. Tie in several grey 
French partridge flank feather fibres 
for a tail. Tie the partridge fibres up 
the shank, trim off the waste and 
run the thread back to the bend 
again.  

 
Apply a small amount of dubbing to 2
the thread and dub a neat body up 
to the middle of the hook shank. 

  
Cut 7” (180mm) of fine monofila-3
ment. Fold it in half so the tips line 
up and with a few thread wraps tie 
this in on top of the hook shank, in 
the middle, right up against the 
dubbing. You want the loop trailing 
over the back of the fly and the tips 
protruding over the hook eye by 
about 1” (25mm).  

 
Select your hackle and pull some 4
fibres off to expose a short section of 
bare stem. Tie this in along the 
shank on the far side of the mono. 
Using soft thread wraps, run the 
thread up to the eye ensuring the 
mono stays on top of the hook 
shank, trim off any hackle stalk 
waste and run your thread back to 
the centre of the hook shank. Don’t 
make these thread wraps too tight or 
you will struggle when it comes to 
sliding the mono through. If you tie 

2

3

4

Flydresser - Autumn 2021 okokok.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  04/11/2021  12:22  Page 9



[ 10 ]

F L Y D R E S S E R

the hackle good side out and wind it 
good side down, the fly will sit deeper 
in the water.  
 

Apply another small amount of dub-5
bing to the thread, lift the hackle and 
mono loop vertical, then wrap a neat 
turn or two of dubbing behind and in 
front of the hackle and mono. Ideally, 
you want the same dubbing density 
either side of the mono loop so the 
parachute will sit snug and flat. Con-
tinue dubbing a neat body up to the 
eye of the hook. Place a half hitch or 
whip finish turn at the eye for security 
at this stage if required.  
 

Clip up your mono loop with a  6
gallows tool or just pop the thumb of 
your weak hand into the loop so it is 
under a little tension.  

 

Wind your hackle around the mono post (anti-clockwise for my right-
handed tying) with each consecutive turn going above the previous one 
(unlike you would usually do).  

Use your finger or a dubbing needle inside the loop to slide the parachute 
down to the fly carefully keeping the hackle under tension.  

When you have reached your desired parachute density (2-6 turns 
depending on your hackle quality) wind the hackle stem through the loop, 
around one mono strand and back through the loop again, and carefully 
under tension, slide it down to the fly again.  

Hold the parachute and hook securely and pull both of the mono ends at 
the eye so the mono loop slides down trapping the parachute in place. 
This is quite fiddly, but it does get easier with practice.   

5

6
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Firmly supporting the hook, check the 7
mono is pulled tight, then tie it down at the 
head and trim off the waste. Tie a neat head, 
whip finish and varnish the head.  

Using your scissor tips, carefully trim the 8
remaining hackle tight to the parachute. For 
extra security, apply a spot of varnish to the 
very centre of the parachute and press your 
finger on top to help flatten any stray fibres.  

 

I hope you’ll enjoy experimenting and playing with this technique. If you have 
any difficulties with this method, please get in touch as I’m only too happy to 
help. 

Flies tied and photographed by Lee Hooper. Lee started tying when he was about seven years old, 
encouraged by his father, uncles and grandfather, all very keen fly-fishermen and tyers. Wiltshire born 
and bred, Lee enjoys tying any sort of trout and grayling flies but really loves wets and international 
rules reservoir patterns. He is currently the Fishing Competition Secretary for the FDG, a Level 2 
coach for Fishing 4 Schools and an ARMI River monitor on his local River Wylye.

7

8
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For those of you who knew John Watts and haven’t heard yet, we are sorry to 
report that he passed away recently following a period of ill health. It goes 
without saying that we feel sad at John’s passing. As a founder member of The 
Fly Dressers’ Guild, one of the three who met in a Hampshire living room and 
decided to form a small fly-tying club, little knowing that over 50 years later 
there would be thousands of people in the UK and abroad who are or have 
been members of our club. Nor that the inter-branch fishing competition that 
he started 46 years ago is still going strong, in fact stronger than ever this year, 
and fished by non-branch members as well. 

John was a quiet and humble man who through hard work and dedication 
built up a thriving plastics business supplying the building trade in Hampshire, 
eventually selling a chain of shops and retiring to the country to pursue his 

[ 12 ]

 
 

In Memoriam 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Watts 
 

27 October 1934 - 21 June 2021
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hobbies of gardening, fishing and fly-tying. He was a keen disciple of all forms 
of fishing but fly-fishing was his first love and he travelled the world pursuing 
his hobby.  

While researching the history of the Guild a few years ago, I spoke to him 
about the early days . One of his fond memories was of the early newsletters 
(the first incarnation of Flydresser) being printed clandestinely on the Hamp-
shire County Council’s Roneo machine, once upon a time a must-have 
apparatus for every office and school where document reproduction was 
required. The copies were then collated and stapled by hand, placed into a 
hand addressed envelope and taken to the post box at the end of the street.  
A simple enough task at first but after only two years, there were over 250 
members ...  

John continued to support this event every year, latterly, fishing with his son 
alongside the competition for at least part of the day until 2019, when ill health 
precluded him fishing but he still joined us to present the prizes. One of my 
fondest memories is of him sitting in a boat at Grafham in the pouring rain 
holding up a black umbrella while still fishing. Sadly, due to the pandemic, we 
were unable to enjoy his company on the 45th anniversary of the competition 
last year.  

The continuation of this competition will be a fitting tribute to a good man. 
Mrs Watts has kindly donated a cheque towards the trophies for this event, as 
John used to do, and is donating all of his fly-tying materials to the Guild for 
the benefit young fly-tyers.  
 
 

46th John Watts Competition Report 
Draycote Water, 28th August 2021 

The long grey summer of 2021 resulted in unusually cool conditions and low 
water temperatures at Draycote. Recent competitions had seen numerous 
catches in the mid teens and practice days for many of our participants had 
also shown good results. With the fish in the top two feet of the water and 
feeding well, a good match was on the cards for this year’s John Watts compe-
tition. Match day arrived and fifteen teams of four members each took to the 
water. Up by four teams on the previous year, it was good to welcome back 
those who had been shielding and some new faces too.  
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North Kent Salad Dodgers were the worthy winners this year, with 24 fish, 
five clear of the runners up Trout ‘n’ Gout who had 19 fish between them. Two 
teams tied for third place, with 18 fish: last year’s winners, the Thames Valley 
Invictas, just edging ahead of Wilts Bustards on the weight of the fish kept.  

The individual winner for the heaviest bag of 23lb 3oz was Ian Watts of the 
Salad Dodgers, the only angler to reach the 12 fish limit. Ian fished a Booby 
Minkie (see next page), pulling it as fast as he could all day and despite several 
quiet periods, his persistence paid off. Best fish went to Ralph Painter with a 
fish of 3lb 9oz but sadly a computer glitch meant that Shane Tibbets was 
awarded the prize on the day by mistake. This has now been rectified. Apolo-
gies to Ralph Painter and also to Shane Tibbets for a moment of glory taken 
back! Ten anglers failed to catch and the rod average was 3.27 fish.  

Lastly a word about Trout ‘n’ Gout - a team that started up when four indi-
vidual Guild members put their name down to fish the John Watts and  found 
themselves grouped together. One or two members have rotated in or out over 
the years, but a core has stayed together for several years, enjoying the friend-
ship of the competition. They totally embody the spirit of the competition 
that John Watts started so many years ago, so it was great to see them winning 
the Falkirk Shield for the runners up this year - many congratulations indeed.  

[ 14 ]
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The Booby Minkie is advertised by Fulling Mill as arguably one of the most 
effective flies of modern fishing, which can be used all year round on any den-
sity of fly-line, from a floater to a fast sinker on both large and small waters. 
The fly is sold in two booby eye sizes. Ian Watts was using the smaller version 
when he was fishing the John Watts. The one in the photograph below has the 
large size eyes. 

 
Booby Minkie (Fulling Mill) - Dressing 

Hook: Long shank, # 8 to 12. 
Thread: White UNI-Thread 8/0 or similar. 
Eyes: White ethafoam, 3mm or 5mm.  
Rib: Silver wire. 
Tail flash: A few strands of pearl Krystal Flash or similar in the tail 
Body: Pearl tinsel. 
Tail and wing: A strip of white rabbit fur tied in at the eyes and bound down 
over the body with the rib. 

Fly from Fulling Mill,  
photographed by Chris Reeves.

Flydresser - Autumn 2021 okokok.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  04/11/2021  12:22  Page 15



[ 16 ]

F L Y D R E S S E R

Fulling Mill describe this as ‘a realistic close copy pattern that is hugely popular, 
accounting for countless fish every year, mostly fished dry but equally effective 
semi-drowned sub surface’. 

In practice before the John Watts and on the days after, this was the best fly 
by far for most anglers. Fished as part of a team or singly, the fish showed a lot 
of interest and takes were frequent and violent. Both the tan version and the 
orange version had their fans, with the orange fly slightly outscoring the tan 
one. Why the fly didn’t work on the day itself is anybody’s guess. They will 
continue to work until the end of the season.  

Incidentally, the tan version also works for the Grafham shrimp feeders when 
fished on a sink tip line in the margins. 

Flies from Fulling Mill, photographed by Chris Reeves.

 
Daddy Real (Foam) (Fulling Mill) - Dressing 

Hook: Standard short shank wide gape, # 10 to 12. 
Thread: Tan UNI-Thread 8/0 or similar. 
Body: Tan or Orange foam cylinder (trim or melt rear end to a point).  
Wings: Two hackle points. 
Thorax: Small ball of rabbit dubbing. 
Hackle: Four turns of red game cock. 
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Geert’s Shrimp  
 

Geert Werbrouk 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Geert, from Chris Reeves 

Geert Werbrouk is from Belgium and while he isn’t at all well known in the UK, he 
does have a very high Facebook profile and it was here that I first came across his fly-
tying. He has a unique style, indeed some would say his flies are overdressed, but Geert 
manages to fill every inch of a hook with a wide variety of materials and the results 
are a refreshing change from the stern dictates of traditional fly-tying.  

In this pattern, Geert is unusually restrained, although he does include his signature 
twisted ribbing and as usual the materials are out of the ordinary for a salmon shrimp. 
As with all salmon flies, if you intend to use a Turle knot when fishing, make sure 
you leave sufficient space at the eye for the knot to sit in front of the head.

 
Geert’s Shrimp - Dressing 

Hook: Salmon single heavy or normal iron, # 2. The fly works well in smaller or 
larger sizes and can also be tied on doubles or even trebles.  
Thread: White 8/0 to start with, then red for the head.  
Tag: Orange-hued copper wire.  
Feelers/ legs: a wood duck feather and a golden pheasant tippet. 
Rib: Two strands of fine oval gold tinsel and two strands of fine orange-hued 
copper wire twisted together to form a four-strand rope. 
Body: Orange fur for both sections. Racoon underfur was used for the featured 
fly but seal’s fur can be used instead.  
Central hackle: Well-marked badger cock hackle, dyed yellow. 
Collar hackle: Orange cock hackle. 
Front hackle: Well-marked badger cock hackle, dyed yellow. 
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Set the hook in the vice. Use a small piece of clear plastic tubing to cover 1
the hook point, to protect your fingers.  

Tie in and wrap a length of orange-hued copper wire to form a tag. Stop 
just above the point of the hook. 

Immediately in front of the tag, tie in a wood duck feather by the tip and 
wrap it round the hook, folding the fibres backwards to form the shrimp’s 
feelers or legs.  Don’t trim off the waste end yet.  

Choose a shorter golden pheasant tippet and cut out a V shape from the 
tip. Tie this in on top of the hook to extend both sides of the tail, as shown 
in the top view below.  Again, don’t trim off the waste end yet. 

1 (side view)

1 (top view)
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Then bind the waste ends of both feathers along the length of the hook 2
shank and form a smooth underbody, tapered towards the eye and stop-
ping well short of the eye. 

Prepare the twisted wire rib and tie it in. Dub the thread with your chosen 
fur and wrap a neat body to the halfway mark. Bring the rib forwards in 
three open and even turns, tie off and remove the waste.   

Select a well-marked badger cock hackle dyed yellow and fold back (dou-3
ble) the fibres along the stem. Tie it in at the tying-off point for the rib.  

2

3
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Wrap two turns of hackle, ensuring the fibres are swept back as you wrap. 4
Tie off the hackle and trim off the remainder.  

Repeat Steps 2 and 3. Then repeat Step 4, using the orange hackle.  5

Tie off the white thread and change to the red.  6

Prepare the front hackle as per Step 3, tie it in immediately in front of the 
collar and repeat Step 4.  

5

4

6
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Form a neat head, whip finish and varnish it. 7

Flies tied and photographed by Geert Werbrouk. 
You can find more of Geert’s fly-ting on  
www.facebook.com/geert.werbrouck.106.

7
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 Floating Fry     
   Richard Ellis 

Pattern
Fishing in the autumn on reservoirs and still water often involved 
the use of fry patterns and in general these are retrieved with a pulled 
retrieve to imitate a fleeing bait fish. 

The use of a floating fry pattern enables the imitation of fry 
stunned by feeding trout when the trout surge through a shoal of 
fry and stun them with their tail. The pattern can be fished either 
static or with a slow figure of eight retrieve thus allowing you to mix 
up your fishing styles. These patterns can be deadly on many differ-
ent lines but in particular on hover or intermediate lines. 

[ 22 ]

Place the hook in the vice and lay 1
down a bed of thread. Cut the foam 
booby tube at a 45-degree angle and 
tie the angled end to the shank. 

Ensure the eye is not blocked by the 
foam. 

 

Floating Fry - Dressing 

Hook: Kamasan B800 #10 or similar 4x long shank hook. 
Thread: Burnt orange 8/0 UNI-Thread or similar. 
Float: Yellow foam booby eye tube.  
Tail: Yellow flash. 
Overbody: Olive green mink Zonker strip. 
Rib: Black medium wire. 
Abdomen: White or silver Glister Sparkle Dubbing or similar. 
Thorax: Orange Glister Sparkle Dubbing or similar. 
Eyes: Stick-on 3.5mm eyes.  

1
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Tie in the flash about 1.5 times the 2
length of the shank. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tie in the body material and rib 3
leaving the fur the same length as 
the flash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dub the abdomen to form a fry-4
shaped body using the white 
dubbing, then dub the thorax with 
the orange dubbing to create a hot 
spot. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rib the abdomen and thorax in the 5
opposite direction to that which the 
dubbing was applied. Secure the 
overbody behind the foam and tie 
down. Add a whip finish. 

5

4

3

2
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Apply the eyes and secure with Super Glue or similar. Allow to dry.6

Flies tied and photographed by Richard Ellis. Richard is a member of the Thames Valley Branch of 
The Fly Dressers’ Guild and a former Guild Awards Manager. His favourite species are grayling and 
bass and he blogs at fliesandties.wordpress.com. 

 
Speakers’ List - Appeal for help! 

The Speakers’ List we used to have on our website was a really valuable resource. 
It offered Branches ideas of whom to invite to speak or give fly-tying demon-
strations at their events. Speakers could provide a brief indication of topics 
covered, limits on travel, fees, etc. - an arrangement that worked well for every-
one.  

Following the strengthening of data protection rules, we took the list off the 
website and only made it available to Branch Secretaries on request. Conse-
quently the list has become a lot less visible to everyone, perhaps explaining the 
underwhelming response received when Malcolm Price tried to refresh the infor-
mation a year or so ago.   

We want to revitalise this list, and to do so we need your help. If you are inter-
ested in giving demonstrations to FDG Branches, or want to find out more 
before committing to do so, please get in touch with the General Secretary (con-
tact details on page 47). Equally, let us know if you know of someone who should 
be on the list and we will get in touch with them about it. The list will still be 
kept privately, but will be made available to Branch secretaries on request.
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Following on from the first part of this article (published in the Summer 2021 
issue of Flydresser), Herd’s third law of publishing is, ‘don’t forget that you aren’t 
on social media’ - books can stick around for hundreds of years, and with them, 
your mistakes. So be very, very careful what you write, because it may come 
back to haunt you. In my experience, the biggest challenge that new writers 
face is that they don’t know what they don’t know, and while in any given year 
the odds of someone questioning something an author written is tiny, queries 
have a horrible habit of building up over the decades. 

Which is another way of saying that I would not have dared to tackle a sub-
ject as big as The Story of the Salmon Fly at the beginning of my writing career. 
When a new author is starting out, there can be a strong tendency to assume 
that history is a linear process, in which all the connections can be figured out, 
and so presenting guesswork as fact can prove irresistible. However tempting 
it may be, do not go there. Publishers love certainty, because it makes for strong 
stories, and readers love certainty, because it brings an air of authority, but the 
most merciless judge of all is time. To publish a book which sends its readers 
down the wrong track is to invite all kinds of hell to fall on your sorry head, 
and once your words are trapped between a set of hard covers, it is impossible 
to take them back. 

An Irish salmon fly from the 
mid 1840s by Kelly.

Book 

        How to write a 

(Part 2)

DR ANDREW HERD 
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But readers like a story, so as an author, you must provide one, which is 
where your skill as a writer comes into play. The best advice I have is to write 
as you speak, and if authors spent less time getting their grammar absolutely 
right and more time on the flow of their text, then reading would be much 
less like hard work. The Story of the Salmon Fly posed some obvious challenges 
here, because of the need to discuss developments that took place in four 
nations over four centuries. The temptation to provide a ‘parade of authors’ 
approach was hard to resist, and while we did focus on particular writers when 
they were highly influential, at other times chapters were written by pulling 
together many different sources. There were places where we really struggled 
for material – for example, Wales gets much less coverage than England, Scot-
land or Ireland, but we filled in as many of the gaps as we could. 

The central theme of the book is that the salmon fly that the late Victorians 
knew was the distilled result of the work of many people from several nations, 
with the central story built from subplots, which is where all the fun belongs. 
When I sat down to writing the actual words, I was constantly reminding 
myself that I was setting out a best guess at what had happened, but one sup-
ported by as much evidence as possible – hence all the footnotes. By making 
it clear where the gaps lay, and why we had come to the conclusions that we 
did, the hope was that the book would spare later authors a lot of hard work, 
but our other ambition was to provide a lush romp through four centuries of 
the most colourful flies in the history of angling. In other words, we wanted 
the book to be fun. 

One of Stoddart’s Tweed flies 
from his 1847 selection.

Flydresser - Autumn 2021 okokok.qxp_Flydresser - base grid  04/11/2021  12:22  Page 26



[ 27 ]

Which brings me to the illustrations… The reason why books like The Story 
of the Salmon Fly are so rare is that they have the potential to be the stuff of 
which financial suicide is made. In the end, we only had space for 650 of Bob’s 
flies, but had we had to pay for everything at commercial rates, a realistic esti-
mate of the cost of tying them, including materials, shaping hooks and other 
expenses, would be no less than £20,000. Very fortunately, I have considerable 
experience as a photographer, but if we had had to pay to have the flies imaged, 
bearing in mind the specialist equipment needed, roughly another £7500 
would have been needed to cover that to get publication quality images. This 
is leaving aside the printing and design costs … 

If you think that those numbers don’t sound too bad, there is another catch 
- you aren’t going to sell tens of thousands of copies. There is an adage in the 
trade, which is that coarse fishermen read but don’t fish, while fly-fishermen 
fish, but don’t read, and even coarse fishing books have annual sales calculated 
in the hundreds. So if you have ever wondered why full colour books are so 
expensive – now you know, and if an angling author ever tells you that they 
make more than pocket money out of writing, my advice is to smile politely 
and ask to see their accounts. 

I photographed the flies using a Kaiser copy stand with fixed 5000k lights, 
and in my opinion, this is the only way to do it. I have the world’s largest col-
lection of studio flash heads and diffusers and the best advice I have is to forget 
them if you want to shoot flies on a white background without shadows – 
which is the task I was facing. The first run through I did was with a Canon 

James Lascelles’ 
Trogan fly.
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5DS and a 100mm macro lens, but the technical limitations of the setup were 
too great and in the end I opted for a Fuji GFX100 with a 120mm macro, a 
combination which produced good results. 

It is one thing photographing half a dozen flies for an article, but quite 
another when you have to image a thousand or more. I shoot remotely, using 
Capture One to control the camera and manage the shots – the combination 
is just about fool proof, as long as you remember to keep checking that you 
have the correct fly name set on the files. I could write an entire article about 
asset management, but whatever you do, ensure your filenames make sense. 
Sooner or later – usually at the worst possible moment - you will find yourself 
chasing a missing image, and in the absence of logical filenames, it is usually 
easier to take the shot again. Assuming you can find the fly, that is. 

I haven’t even touched on how a manuscript should be prepared for submis-
sion to a publisher, or what happens next, which is 50% of the effort involved 
in producing a book, but hopefully what you have read so far will give you a 
good idea. The Story of the Salmon Fly was a very complex project in publishing 
terms, because the majority of books have many fewer images. The fact that 
we got it published at all amazes me – Bob and I live nearly 11,000 miles apart, 
and even Hermann is the best part of a thousand miles away. We succeeded 

Above: A double winged  
Tay salmon fly from the  
mid 19th century.  
 
Right : A maned salmon fly  
from Francis Francis’s 1867  
A Book on Angling.
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because Jon and Rosie Ward-Allen at Medlar provided such a wealth of advice 
and support that mountains became molehills, and the journey became the 
reward. If I have a message, it is that if you believe in yourselves enough, and 
you never lose sight of your objective, then it is astonishing what great team-
work can achieve. 
 
The Story of the Salmon Fly by Andrew Herd, Bob Frandsen, and Hermann 
Dietrich-Troeltsch is published by the Medlar Press. 
 
Angling historian, researcher and writer, Dr Andrew Herd, was born in 1959. He qualified as a 
doctor of medicine at the Middlesex hospital, London, in 1982, after which he wasted what was left 
of an already considerably misspent youth working as a surgeon at the Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital and as the McIndoe Research Fellow at the Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead. Real-
ising that a surgical career wasn’t compatible with an active interest in field sports, he moved north, 
where he was a GP until he retired. In his spare time he fishes, shoots, hunts, stalks deer, ties flies, 
takes photographs, collects fishing books, enjoys wine, tries to keep the hedgehog out of the dog kennel 
and continues to research the history of fishing. Biography courtesy of The Medlar Press. 

The Medlar Press 
The Grange, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9DE 

01691 623225

www.medlarpress.com
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Northern New England has outstanding fishing during the Fall. Patterns 
that have bright colours are often fish-takers. I’ve always subscribed to the 
colour of orange for my Fall patterns. Ewing Feather Birds has created the 
burnt orange used in this fly. It becomes a rich orange colour when wet 
and the bronze grizzly provides some parr marking for the fly.  

Take a length of each of the copper oval tinsel and remove some of the 1
outer tinsel layer to expose the thread core - I expose about 1cm.  

Lay a smooth thread base down the hook shank and tie in the oval tinsel 
by the core just above the barb, trapping it where the outer casing ends. 

THE OVERSEAS EXCHANGE

          Autumn’s Special 
 

             Originated by Scott A. Biron

Autumn’s Special - Dressing 

Hook: Partridge Heritage Streamer 9x or similar bronze long down-eyed streamer 
hook, #2. 
Thread: White tying thread, then black (see below). 
Tag and rib: Copper oval tinsel. 
Body: Embossed copper tinsel. 
Belly: Six peacock herls under sparse white bucktail .  
Underwing: Sparse rusty orange bucktail (from Whitetail Fly Tieing Supplies’ Pre-
mium Bucktail range).  
Wings: bronze-dyed grizzly saddle hackle and burnt orange saddle hackle (from 
Ewing Feather Birds). 
Shoulder: Lemon wood duck. 
Throat and topping: Burnt orange hen hackle (from Ewing Feather Birds). 
Eye: Jungle cock eyes. 
Head: Black Danville Flymaster 6/0 Nylon Thread (70 denier) or equivalent. 
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Then tie in the embossed tinsel where you want the tag to end - on this 
pattern, I allow for about three turns of oval tinsel for the tag. Take the 
thread forwards to the eye, binding down the waste ends of both tinsels 
neatly to allow for a smooth body. Stop a good few millimetres short of 
the eye to avoid crowding it later on.  

Wrap the embossed tinsel forwards in touching turns, forming a smooth, 
slim body. Tie down and remove the waste end.  

Create the tag of the oval tinsel and then continue wrapping the tinsel 
forwards in even open turns to rib the body. Tie down and remove the 
waste end.  

Form the underbelly by tying in the peacock herl under the hook shank, 2
immediately in front of the body. Then tie in the bucktail slightly forward 
of the peacock. This is a key technique when tying streamers that have 
multiple materials, which I call shingling. If you tie all the materials on 
top of each other, the head becomes huge. Although this is an advanced 
streamer tying technique, it’s worth considering for other patterns too - 
once you learn it, they will come out much better. 

2

1
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Tie in the rusty orange bucktail underwing on top of the hook shank.  3
Note there is still quite a bit of room between the tie-in point and the eye 
of the hook.   

These are the Ewing feathers used to make up the wing. Form the wings 4
by lining up bronze grizzly saddle hackle with two orange ones and a 
matching pair for the other side. I use Fabric Fusion on the stems as glue 
at the tie in point.  

4

3
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Create a small smooth thread base for the wings just forward of the rusty 5
orange bucktail and mount the wings on top of the hook. Note none of 
the waste ends get trimmed until the end. 

Tie in the lemon wood duck shoulders, then change to black thread.  6

Tie in a sparse bunch of burnt orange hen hackle fibres as a lower throat 7
and the same again as a topping. 

6

5

7
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Lastly, tie in a jungle cock eye on each side.  8

Build a nice head and lacquer it to finish the fly. 9

Fly designed, tied and photographed by Scott A. Biron. Scott is a fly-tyer from New London, New 
Hampshire, USA. He was awarded a NH Traditional Arts Apprenticeship Grant and studied fly 
tying including Traditional New England Streamer patterns and Classic Salmon Flies, later becoming 
a Master Artist in the Traditional Arts Program. He has a strong interest in historical NH fly-tyers 
and their lost patterns. Scott is a member of the FDG, the Catskill Fly Tyers Guild, an Ambassador 
for the American Museum of Fly Fishing, a regular contributor to the NH Wildlife Journal and a 
fly-tying instructor and demonstrator at various regional and national shows. He is on the Partridge 
of Redditch, Regal Vise, Solarez and Ewing Feather Birds Pro Teams. www.nhflytyer.com

8

9
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Ever been lakeside with fish rising freely, taking something but you can’t see 
what? Maybe its something very small and smallest fly you have is a #14 
Griffiths Gnat that is being totally ignored. If so, try this! You may need midge 
jaws fitted to your vice to hold #20 or smaller hooks - they don’t cost a lot and 
come in very handy.  

Small Stuff - Dressing 

Hook: Dry fly hook, #20 - 24. 
Thread: UNI-Thread 6/0, black (Editor: if you find this too bulky, try 8/0 or finer). 
Tail: Silver Krystal Flash. 
Body: Tying thread.  
Wing buds: Thin foam or bubble wrap, the sort used in electronic packaging is 
ideal as long as it’s thin. 
Thorax: Black super fine dry fly dubbing.

Place the hook in the jaws and run 1
the thread down to just above the 
point. 

Take a length of Krystal Flash, lift it 
under the thread, drop it onto the 
hook and secure it with two or three 
turns of thread. 

Run the thread back towards the 2
hook eye forming a slight carrot-
shaped body, then build up a small 
thorax, stopping about half a hook 
eye short of the eye. 

Lift the Flash up and forward to the 
eye to measure it for length, trim-
ming the excess off just behind the 
eye. Let it fall back into place and 
that’s the tail and body done. 

 
Small Stuff 

 
Brun Scoeta

1

2
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Now dig out some thin foam or 3
bubble wrap. Trim to about 1-2 cm 
and tie in between the thorax and 
the eye.  

 
Trim the excess no longer than level 4
with hook point. Apply a whisper of 
super fine dubbing to your tying 
thread - you only need a short noo-
dle, enough for two or three wraps 
in the gap between the thorax and 
the eye, then whip finish and trim 
off the thread. 

Remember that due to size of hook, 
too much dubbing will fill the hook 
gape too much. You will also need a 
fine tippet to fish them!

Fly tied in # 20 and 24 with a #12  
Kamasan B170 hook for comparison. 

3

4
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Among the things Covid-19 and the lockdowns brought was time, lots of it. I 
can’t say I spent much of that extra time fly-tying to relieve the tedium, because 
inspiration and motivation were sometimes hard to come. Then, in the midst 
of putting the bins out, I noticed some pandemic-related trash which began 
to stir the old, grey matter. 

Thus far in this twenty-first century, ‘up-cycling’ and ‘re-purposing’ have 
been on trend, and that is exactly what I did, although mission control says 
it’s really a hereditary trait from up North which makes me loath to chuck 
away anything ‘which might come in handy for something’. I picked out a 
latex glove, a sheet of that very thin foam that’s used in packaging white goods 
and electricals, and a strip of that red, protective plastic which covers the sticky 
edge that you expose if you are re-sealing an internet-purchased item for return.  

No, I hadn’t lost my mind. Yet. Strips of white or cream latex are great for 
making ‘grub’ bodies, whilst that red plastic, also cut into strips, makes really 
nice shrimp (scud) backs, or alternatively thorax covers or wing cases. The thin 
foam sheet can be used as it comes, cut into strips or shaped for insect wings, 

   Trash Flies 
 

Rob Horgan
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but can also be coloured with perma-
nent markers, placed between two 
sheets of brown paper and ironed 
(carefully, on a low setting), whereby 
it transforms from thin foam to a 
sheet of plastic film in whatever 
colours you choose, and again cut 
into strips for wrapping bodies, shell-
backs, thorax covers or wing cases. 
Free fly-tying materials! Sometimes 
it’s good to be a ‘rubbish’ man!

 
Limit Damsel - Dressing 

Hook: Kamasan B830, #14 or similar. 
Thread: Veevus 16/0, olive. 
Eyes: Bronze bead chain. 
Tail: Light olive marabou. 
Rib: UTC wire, olive, BR size. 
Abdomen: 5mm wide strip of coloured plastic film (cut from a foam sheet, 
wrapped in overlapping turns. Leave an inch or so hanging out past hook eye. 
Head and thorax: Small amount of Hare’e Icedub, Golden-brown, around bead-
chain eyes. 
Wing case: That plastic strip, tied down at hook eye then pulled back over to 
secure behind the eyes, then trimmed.
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Midge - Dressing 

Hook: Tiemco 103BL, #17 or similar. 
Thread: Veevus 16/0, grey-green. 
Body: Tying thread. 
Wing: Thin foam strip, folded and trimmed  
once tied-in. 
Thorax: Orvis Ice-dub, UV Black. 
Hackle: Black cock, two turns, trimmed  
underneath.

Flies tied and photographed by Rob Horgan. Rob is a member of the Wessex Branch,  
a committed fly-tyer and a regular contributor to Flydresser. 

Blow Fly - Dressing 

Hook: Kamasan B170, #14 or similar. 
Thread: Veevus 16/0, grey-green. 
Abdomen: Two peacock herls, black accent  
(twisted, with tying thread). 
Wings: Thin foam, cut and shaped. 
Hackle: Black cock, two turns, trimmed  
underneath.

Grub - Dressing 

Hook: Tiemco 2499SPB Barbless, Black, #10 or 
similar. 
Thread: UNI-thread 8/0, brown. 
Underbody: 12-14 wraps 0.6mm lead wire. 
Body: Pale Cream Antron dubbed into a tight 
noodle, thickest at centre. 
Cover: Strip of latex wrapped in overlapping 
turns, up, down, and up again. 
Head: Red varnish over thread. 
 
Note: to emphasise the segmentation, an Olive Promarker has been dabbed lightly along the 
dorsal side, but you can skip this if preferred.
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Flytying for beginners 
Barry Ord Clarke 

Barry Ord Clarke needs little introduction. A long-time contributor to Fly-
dresser, his ground-breaking book The Feather Bender's Flytying Techniques 
which uses QR codes to link to video instruction was reviewed in the Autumn 
2019 issue of this journal. This new endeavour, aimed at the novice fly-tyer, 
meets the same very high standards.  

A short but comprehensive section on materials, tools and techniques, leads 
into 12 chapters, each covering a particular pattern. Together, they provide a 
beginner with a range of techniques and materials with which to build their 
skills. Each chapter includes details about that particular fly, what you will learn 
by tying it and tying tips for that pattern. Once again, Barry uses crystal clear 
high resolution photographs to give detailed step by step tying instructions and 
a QR code linking to the video of Barry tying that fly. This book takes beginners’ 
fly-tying literature firmly into the twenty first century and is highly recom-
mended. The carefully selected patterns would suit a small stillwater, reservoir 
or river angler equally and should be in everybody’s fly box. The only disappoint-
ment is that due to a printing error, a couple of the QR codes at the start of the 
book aren’t working as they should but the videos can easily be found by search-
ing for them on Barry’s YouTube channel, The Feather Bender.   

[ 42 ]

Published by Merlin Unwin 2021 (ISBN-13: 9781913159283). Hardback, 128pp, 
illustrated fully in colour. Available directly from the publisher at £14.99 plus P&P 
(www.merlinunwin.co.uk) and from other booksellers.  

                           Reviews
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The Fly Fishing Legacy  

of Tom Ivens 

Adrian V W Freer 

Adrian Freer follows his excellent book on Dr Bell of Wrington with another 
insight into one of the pioneers of modern fly-fishing, Tom Ivens. To most of 
our members, T C Ivens will be a familiar name from the 1960s and 1970s, 
indeed his book Still Water Fly-Fishing - A Modern Guide to Angling in Reservoirs 
and Lakes (Welbeck, 1952) was one of the first I read back in 1979, when I 
picked up my first fly rod. The ideas he proposed had quickly became the 
benchmark for tackling reservoirs.  

Ivens was a private person and until this book was written, there was very 
little known about him outside of family circles. Adrian Freer’s book is 
intended to provide an insight into this influential angler and his considerable 
achievement. It covers Ivens’ life, theories on casting and retrieving, tackle 
innovations and of course, his fly patterns. Many of these will be known to 
you and can genuinely be seen as 
forerunners of many of the modern 
patterns which we are so fond of re-
inventing and calling original. The 
patterns come with the full dressings 
and so this book also is also a useful 
guide for improving fly-tyers, as most 
of Ivens’ flies were simply tied, using 
readily available materials. 

Published by Welford Court Press 2021 
(ISBN: 978-0-9520304-3-0) 
Full colour paperback, 102 pages. 
Includes 67 photographs, two diagrams, 
four maps and two tables. 
 Distributed by Amazon Fulfilment and 
available from Coch-y-Bonddu Books at 
£12 plus P&P (www.anglebooks.com; 
tel: 01654 702 837), Amazon and 
other bookshops.
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FDG Trade Members and Supporters 
We are very grateful for the support of all our Trade Members and encourage our 
members to support them in return wherever possible.  
 

Organisations that provide discounts 

The following organisations provide discounts to bona fide FDG members. Do sup-
port them with your business and remember to ask for your discount - it will soon 
cover the cost of your membership and demonstrate the Guild’s support for them. 
However, please don’t abuse or jeopardise their goodwill by passing on the discount 
codes to anyone who isn’t a member. 

Barbless Hook Company 
A small range of high quality barbless 
hooks, nets and wading sticks. 
W: www.barblesshookcompany.com 
E: info@barblesshookcompany.com 
Quote fdg999 to obtain a 20% discount. 
 
Deer Creek 
Wide range of fly-tying materials. 
W: www.deercreek.co.uk 
E: deercreekflies@gmail.com 
T: +44 (0)1745 330 784 
Quote the code FDG20 to obtain a 20% 
discount. 
 
Celtic Blob Company 
W: www.facebook.com/pg/Celtic-Blob-
Company-1772701019659337 
E: celticblob@gmail.com 
Quote the code FDG2020 to obtain a 
10% discount on purchases from the on-
line store on Facebook. 
 

Fin and Game / Funky Fly Tying 
Full range of fly-fishing equipment and 
clothing and fly-tying materials.  
W: www.finandgame.com 
W: www.funkyflytying.com 
E: info@finandgame.com 
T: +44 (0)1573 224 066 
Quote your membership number with 
your order to obtain a 10% discount on 
all purchases over £20. 
 
FishtoFly 
Graeme Urch offers a variety of services 
offered, including custom tied flies, 
coaching for newcomers and digital 
products.    
W: fishtofly.com  
E: graeme@fishtofly.com 
T: +44(0)7470 915 976 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 15% discount.  
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Flyshed (ex Eyebrook Tackle Shop)  
Fly-tying materials, hooks, tools and 
accessories; fly-fishing consumables.  
W: www.flyshed.co.uk. 
E: sales@flyshed.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)7803 959 704 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 10% discount on all pur-
chases over £20. 
 
Franc N’ Snaelda 
Salmon fly-tying materials specialist. 
http://www.francnsnaelda.co.uk/ 
Quote your FDG membership number 
to obtain a 10% discount.  
 
Hooks and Hackles 
Quality saddle hackle packs with a min-
imum of 100 inches of feather, plus 
hooks from various manufacturers.  
W: www. hooksandhackles.com.  
Use the code FD10 to obtain a 10% dis-
count on on-line purchases. 
 
Premier Vices 
High quality vices made in England.  
W: www.premiervices.com 
E: premiertool@outlook.com 
T: +44 (0)7912 529 214 
Use the code FD10 and your member-
ship number to obtain a 10% discount 
on on-line purchases. 
 
Richard Wheatley Fly boxes 
Traditional fly boxes. 

W: www.richardwheatley.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)1246 792 019 
Quote the code FDG2020 to obtain a 
10% discount on on-line purchases. 
 
Scottie Products/ PWW Designs 
A range of fly-tying vices, accessories and 
materials.  
W: scottieproducts.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)7708 942 604 
Quote the code FDG10 to obtain a 10% 
discount on on-line purchases. 
 
Sportfish   
Wide range of fly-fishing and fly-tying 
supplies.  
W: www.sportfish.co.uk 
E: sportfish@sportfish.co.uk 
Winforton, Hereford, HR3 6SP 
T: +44 (0)1544 327 111 
Haywards Farm, Theale, Reading,  
RG7 4AS  
T: +44 (0)1189 303 860 
Quote FDG10 on-line or present your 
valid FDG membership card in store to 
obtain a 10% discount. 
 
Vicuña Dubbing  
Natural dubbing from alpacas.  
W: www.vicunadubbing.co.uk 
E: contact@vicunadubbing.co.uk 
T: +44 (0)333 050 3214 
Quote the code Guild10 to obtain a 
10% discount on purchases from the on-
line store.
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Ahrex Hooks 
A full range of hooks for trout, salt-
water and predatory species.  
www.ahrexhooks.com 
 

Coch-y-Bonddu Books 
Fishing, field sports and countryside 
books. 
Heol Pentrerhedyn, Machynlleth, 
Powys SY20 8DG 
Tel: 01654 702837  
Email: orders@anglebooks.com 
www.anglebooks.com 
 

Fly fishing venues 
Draycote, Thornton, Eyebrook, Eli-
nor and Manningford. 
www.flyfishdraycote.co.uk 
www.flyfishthornton.co.uk 
www.flyfisheyebrook.co.uk 
www.elinortf.co.uk 
www.manningfordtroutfishery.co.uk 
 
H. Turrall & Co Ltd 
Wholesale distributors of flies and fly-
tying materials. 
www.turrall.com  
 

Merlin Unwin 
Publishers of fishing, fly-tying and 
many other books.  
www.merlinunwin.co.uk 
 
Regal Vise Company 
The bulldog bite. Available at all 
good retailers.  
www.regalvise.com 
 
Snowbee UK Ltd 
Full range of fly-fishing tackle and 
clothing. 
www.snowbee.co.uk  
 

The British Fly Fair International 
The UK’s premier fly-tying show.  
www.bffi.co.uk 
 

The Medlar Press 
The UK's leading angling publisher, 
specialising in fishing books. 
www.medlarpress.com  
 

Veniard 
Wholesale distributors of a variety of 
fly-tying materials.  
www.veniard.com

Other Trade Members and Supporters 
We are also very grateful to the following Trade Members and other supporters 
who do not provide discounts to individual Guild members, but support  
the Guild in a variety of other ways. We encourage you to also support their 
businesses.
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President: Mike Humphreys 
president@flydressersguild.org 
 
Chairman: Peter Gathercole 
chairman@flydressersguild.org 
 
Vice-Chairman: Charles Jardine 
charles@charlesjardine.co.uk 
 
General Secretary: Chris Reeves 
secretary@flydressersguild.org 
2 Briar Close, West Byfleet,  
KT14 6QF 
 
Membership Secretary:  
David Richards  
membership@flydressersguild.org; 
17 Gelligaer Street, Cathays, 
Cardiff, CF24 4LA 
 
Treasurer1: Stephen Millington 
treasurer@flydressersguild.org 
 
Fishing Competitions Secretary: 
Lee Hooper 
fishing@flydressersguild.org 
 
Fly-Tying Awards & Fly-Tying 
Competition Secretary: 
David Taylor 
awards@flydressersguild.org 
 
Website Content Manager:  
Position vacant 
 

Members without Portfolio: 
Caroline Emmet 
member4@flydressersguild.org 
Ben Beckwith 
Aimee Kitching 
 
Editorial Committee:  
P. Gathercole, C. Reeves,  
C. Emmet  
editor@flydressersguild.org 
(Postal address as for C. Reeves) 
 
Notes: 
1. Not standing for re-election at the AGM.  
A replacement has been identified for the 
Treasurer; Website Content Manager required. 
Other Executive Committee positions still 
vacant: Merchandising Manager, Marketing 
Manager, Events Manager.  
 

Webmaster: 
James  
webmaster@flydressersguild.org 

FDG Contact Details
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