
The FDG Dressings Library
by Bernard Sunderland

The Summer 1991 issue of Flydresser includes an article on a most gener-
ous gift recently received by the Guild: a detailed catalogue of fly patterns
and references in the form of a large card index and detailed supplementary
notes and appendices. The collection was the work of many years of a keen
fly-fisherman and fly-dresser, the late Major Francis Howard Nalder MBE
TD and was donated by his widow, Mrs. Gwen Nalder. 
It was hoped at the time that the Guild would establish a major comput-

erised catalogue of fly patterns and that Major Nalder’s compilation would
be a significant contribution to the project. However, it was not until 2008
that the Guild was technically ready to take the materials off their custodian,
Mrs. Jean Turner (a former Secretary of the Wiltshire Chalk Streams
Branch) and commence the task of turning it into a database. 
By the time I started using the list, it was available as a list on the Guild’s

web site. I found it invaluable on occasions when I was asked for patterns
with which I was not sufficiently familiar and for settling on a “personal
standard dressing” for patterns that have been dressed in a number of vari-
ations by acclaimed tiers over the years. It became even more useful for me
when I found that I could simply copy the list from the web page and paste
it into a text editor. Having some programming ability, I then created soft-
ware which enabled me to sort and search the list.
Prior to joining The Fly Dressers’ Guild I had assumed that the Guild

would be the fount of all fly-dressing knowledge and would be able to pro-
vide a definitive source for any established pattern. On reflection, I realise
that even given the rapidly developing technology with its capacity for data
storage, compiling a fully comprehensive and rigorous resource it is still
an onerous task, albeit a desirable one. Before the advent of the computer
and the internet, it would have been an almost impossible undertaking, but
Major Nalder’s collection represented a very strong and useful start. 
Inclusion of thousands of photographs in the current database presents a
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problem and one might
take the view that there is
no point, given the grow-
ing number of personal
interest web sites that pro-
vide photographs of
individual dressings. But
herein lies the rub. Invoke
Google Images for any
named pattern and you are
presented with an array of
styles, colours and materi-
als such as to confound

anyone searching for a definitive representation. It is clear that some meas-
ure of integrity needs to be applied, and who better to do it than the Guild? 
However, on balance, I believe that the list of patterns in its current format

was and is the way to proceed. Most importantly, it records the source of
information for each named pattern, that is, those historical publications on
which we must rely when tracing the evolution of our tradition. Though I
use the word “historical”, the database is not necessarily limited to books
by deceased authors - our craft continues to grow.  The list is therefore pri-
marily a “reference to references”. 
It is right that photographs are not included - many of the early texts were

not illustrated and assumed knowledge on the part of the tier, therefore any
representation of these patterns would be an individual’s interpretation of
the record. And time is also a consideration, as to maintain a constant stan-
dard and interpretation, the patterns would ideally be tied by the same
person. The Dressings Library should contain nothing more than is provided
by the source. 

Opening view of the Dressings Library
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There is one problem with format of the origi-
nal entries in that no distinction is made between
the author of the source of information and the
originator of the pattern. In some cases they are
one and the same of course, but there are many
instances of an author recording patterns devised
by others who perhaps were not inclined to put
their creations into print. In rejuvenating the list,
I have introduced a new field so that “Reference”
and “Origin” are distinct. Unfortunately it has not
been possible to correct the bulk of the original
list in this respect, but the approximately two
hundred new entries do record these separate
attributes.
When the old www.the-fdg.org web site

ceased to operate, I realised that I had a poten-
tially valuable set of records which in fairness
were not really mine, so I offered the list back to the Guild. The FDG Dress-
ings Library is now available on the new web site and can be viewed on
PC or Mac computers using my software or in Excel. It should be noted
that the list of dressings itself, though packaged with software to make it
more easily searchable, is a stand-alone item which remains in a simple text
format. This is judged to be the safest way of preserving the information
over the long-term, as the accompanying software or Excel format is likely
at some point to be invalidated by the continual operating system or soft-
ware updates. Even in the absence of any bespoke software, it should
always be possible to copy the ANSI-format text list into any spreadsheet
software to facilitate its interrogation.  
Looking to the future, it is hoped that members who possess suitable 

Search facility
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bibliography will volunteer to add more patterns to the Library. This can
easily be done via a form provided by the custodian of the system (currently
me). The form automatically generates a new list which can then be emailed
to the custodian, who will add it to the main list. However, please note, it
is clearly not practical to include every new or re-vamped idea to the list.
Entries to date, like classical music, are those which have stood the test of
time. Perhaps the test for new additions is that a respected author should
have considered it suitable for inclusion in his work. This remains to be
seen – pending the emergence of voluntary compilers!

To access the Dressings Library
To access the FDG Dressings Library, go to the Members’ Area on the FDG
website (www.flydressersguild.org), log in and select the “Dressings
Library” link. (Note: if you have not applied for a username and password,
you will need to do so first). 

Editor’s note: the page opposite is a re-print of the 1991 article on Major
Nalder’s extraordinary gift and its philosophy behind its origins.
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