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Chair’s Report

I’'m pleased to report that as of the end of 2025 the number of FDG members remains broadly stable though it
does appear difficult to increase the total to any significant degree.

Though no new Guild branches have been formed this year those that are already well established have
continued to flourish thanks to the hard work of the various Brach members.

Our finances remain healthy at least in in the short to medium term, though ever increasing costs make it almost
certain that the price of membership will have to follow suit in the near future.

Unfortunately our treasurer John Butler has been forced to step down due to ill health but not before allowing
time for his successor John Lang to pick up the reins. I'd like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Guild to
thank John Butler for all he’s achieved during the past four years in putting the Guild’s accounts back on track
and also to wish John Lang all the best as he takes over the role, hopefully for the foreseeable future.

Our two fly-fishing competitions both proved successful with the mid-May weather being quite kind for those
taking part in the bank competition at Elinor trout fishery. And | must say that | managed to take a particularly
fine cover shot of our competition Secretary Lee Hooper who caught the largest fish of the day; a fine 7 Ibs 40z
rainbow trout of the striking blue strain which has become so popular with many stillwater trout fisheries.
Although there was a prize for best fish the team trophy was won by the Wessex Wizzards working their magic
(sorry) with 19 fish.

The annual John Watts boat competition was held this year at Gratham Water in August proved to be quite a
test what with gin-clear water an almost cloudless sky and barely a ripple on the lake’s surface. Still, fish were
caught with winners North Kent Salad Dodgers taking 16 fish between them and second placed New Haylie Fly
Fishers one trout behind.

Fortunately the Guild’s awards programme, which has been administered by Bob Lomax for almost two years
now, continues to be popular. Bob reports “There’s been a steady flow of submissions from Individual Members,
both home and abroad and from Branch Members. The majority of submissions were for the Bronze Award,
however some Members have reached the heights of the Gold Award.”

Sadly this year’s entry for our annual fly-tying competition was rather disappointing; not in the level of skill on
display, but simply the numbers. Steps are being taken to encourage more members to take part and | sincerely
hope that they will do the trick.

In closing, thanks must to go to the Guild’s committee members in particular Chris Reeves and Caroline Emmet.
Chris is our General Secretary while Caroline edits the Guild’s quarterly magazine Flydresser. Both had
threatened to retire in 2026 but fortunately they’ve decided to stick with us for a little longer.

And finally, 2025 was also the year when FDG Life President Mike Humphreys passed away. The Autumn issue
of Flydresser published a short but thorough celebration of his contribution to the Guild in particular the London
Branch. He will be sadly missed.

Peter Gathercole
Chair
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General Secretary’s Report

Another year done, this one was supposed to be my last after 14 years in the secretaries seat but with the need
to change our treasurer | have agreed to stay in place for another year or at least until a suitable volunteer takes
over.

This job is not hard, it just requires a few hours every month, a bi weekly (at least) check of the secretary’s email
account and a few problem-solving skills. Thankfully the rest of the committee are all experienced and able
members of the Guild and attend to their respective parts well thus freeing up a lot of the problems the secretary
used to have to deal with. | thank them all for their support both in the past year and during my tenure as
secretary.

My main tasks are therefore restricted to dealing with outside agencies. This year has been a little busier than
normal in this respect with several groups offering to ally with the Guild, however, once they learn we are a not
for profit and they cannot gain financial rewards their interest soon wanes. We are in the process of trying to
establish a Dutch overseas branch on a similar line to the well-established branch in Finland. I'll keep you
informed of our progress in Flydresser.

Most important of my outside contacts is with our insurers and | am currently chasing them for this year’s
renewal quote. This insurance is invaluable for branches and any branch that is paying their own third-party
insurance should consider whether taking advantage of ours would be more beneficial. It is a condition of the
insurance that all branch members be full members of the guild and that guests are only admitted on an
infrequent basis but even so, those branches not taking advantage of this should possibly reconsider.,

| also work with our social media and urge branches to let me know of any events they are supporting. Again,
our insurance covers such events but if we know of them, we can advertise through the website and Facebook
and hopefully add to the success of the events. | am also happy to assist with Risk assessments for such
events if needed.

The Guild are running an event on behalf of the family of Mike Humphreys, or late life president to dispose of
some of his enormous collection of fly-tying materials. This takes place on the 215t of March, at St Mary the
Virgin, Rickmansworth Church Centre, Church Street, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 1JB.

The catalogue is now complete and the link has been sent to all branch secretaries. The catalogue can be
found here:- https://flydressersquild.org/event/fdg-auction-estate-of-mike-humphreys-life-president-of-the-fdg-
and-others/

We would like some more members to help at the auction either as porters, or with the handling of completed
lots. Please contact me directly on the secretary’s email: secretary@flydressersquild.org.

Thank you to all the members who have said kind things to me this year, | have enjoyed my time as secretary
and have no intention of walking away from the Guild and will happily stay on the Committee if they can find me
another quiet and undemanding role.

Chris Reeves
General Secretary

Membership Secretary’s Report

Membership has decreased this year and now stands at 834.
Falling membership and increased postage and printing costs will have an effect on the Guild’s finances and our

membership fees will need to increase to take account of this. One of the decisions that has been made is to
cease using the printed membership cards that we have used for years since the cost for these has risen
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steadily. We are looking at cheaper alternatives for the membership card for next year. We are also looking at
different membership systems such as Clubmate for the future.

Please support your local branch and if there is not one, consider setting one up. There is no substitute for the
one-to-one tuition and advice to be gained at a branch meeting. Please contact the Guild for more information
on setting up a branch. | can contact other members in your local area to see if there is interest in forming a
branch.

Members are reminded that renewals are due in September of each year. Some members have standing orders
set up for different times of the year. It would be appreciated if these could be amended to 1 September yearly.
If you have not yet renewed, please can you do so as soon as possible. If you are attending BFFI this year,
please come along to the FDG stand to renew.

Members are reminded that the Members’ Area on the website can be accessed using the details on your
membership card. Username is the name on the card without the title ( Mr, Mrs, Miss, Dr, etc. ) and your

password is your membership number.

David Richards
Membership Secretary

Guild Awards Secretary’s Report

It will soon be two years since | took over as the Awards Manager. There has been a steady flow of submissions
from Individual Members, both home and abroad and from Branch Members. The majority of submissions were
for the Bronze Award, however some Members have reached the heights of the Gold Award and offer my
congratulations to all successful applicants. | would also thank the Assessors and Mentors who readily offer
their Services.

As for myself | recently obtained my APGAI Fly Dressing Award.

On the downside, there is a very low uptake for the Grayling Award, and as such would appreciate any
feedback as to why this is so.

With regards to the Instructor Award, in November 2025 the Committee agreed that there should be a criteria for
this Award as opposed to it being discretionary. It was agreed that the qualification would be granted to
Members who:

a) Have passed the Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards, OR

b) Have the AAPGIA, GIAC, APGAI, STANIC or equivalent qualification AND

(i) have been actively involved in Instruction at their Branch ( or Fly Tying Club); AND

(i) have been proposed as a Guild Awards Instructor by their Branch/Club Chair, Secretary or
Committee.

Please do get involved with the Scheme. The winter evenings are ideal time to spend a few hours at the vice,
and remember we are here to help.

Many thanks

Bob Lomax.
Guild Awards Manager
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Fishing Competitions Secretary’s Report

Both of our regular Guild fishing competitions went very well last year and | really enjoyed organising and fishing
them, We were also fortunate enough to have good weather on both events. The Elinor comp was held in May
and had a reasonable turn out. Elinor always seems to be very accommodating with anglers catching on a vast
array of lines and flies. The Dam proved to be the hot spot, Some anglers were hogging swims so I'm
introducing a new rule this year to keep anglers moving. Big Thanks to Brad and Jo at Elinor and to Caroline for
the delicious after comp food.

The John Watts competitions was held at Grafham on our usual August date. We knew the fishing was going to
be tough on the day with anglers struggling on practice days beforehand. Lots of members using heavy sinking
lines to try and find the fish. | myself did ok fishing shrimp patterns along the marginal weed beds. Big Thank
you to Gratham and the restaurant for a fantastic day.

Moving forward we have our day at Elinor booked for Sunday 10th May and the John Watts will be on Saturday
29th August and will be at Draycote this year.

All Guild members are very welcome to come along and join in. These are not serious competitions but fun
days out. A great way to meet fellow Guild members.

Lee Hooper
Fishing Competitions Secretary

Merchandising Officer’s Report

Report to be provided at BFFI.

Events Manager’s Report

Report to be provided at BFFI.

Flydresser Report

This last year saw a much welcome flow of contributions from members and others, keen to support the FDG by
contributing their love and knowledge of all things fly-tying. My heartfelt thanks to all of them, and to those of
you who provided feedback or just quietly supported Flydresser through your membership of the Guild. As |
have said before, without this broad community of supporters, the magazine would not be what it is.

And in addition, and as ever, Flydresser would not be the publication it is without the patience, encouragement
and guidance received from Jon Ward Allen at The Medlar Press and our printers, WPG.

This was meant to be my last year of leading the editorial efforts for Flydresser, but life got in the way of finding
a successor and | have had a bit more time away from work to dedicate to the magazine. So, | have put myself
forward for re-election again this year, but | would happily hand over the responsibility to a new editor (with a
proper handover) and/or work alongside them as needed. So, if you are interested, or are intrigued by the
possibility, please do get in touch on editor@flydressersquild.org.

Caroline Emmet
on behalf of the Flydresser Editorial Committee
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