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Another year of Covid restrictions has gone by, impacting on individual members’ freedoms to travel and 

visit shows and FDG Branches’ ability to present a full programme for their members. Happily most Branches 

have adopted and introduced Zoom or similar platform based meetings and talks and memberships have 

been maintained for the most part.  

One of our unhappy tasks this year was saying goodbye to John Watts. John was one of the three founding 

members of the Guild and supported it ever since its inception 53 years ago. It is pleasing to see that the 

fishing competition and trophy named after him continues to thrive. My thanks to Lee Hooper for all his 

work to ensure this continues and also to Mrs Watts for her support of the Guild in her husband’s name.  

I have been busy looking for a new treasurer to take over from Stephen Millington when he steps down at 

this meeting and I’m delighted to introduce John Butler as his successor. John is a retired accountant who, 

having spent some time as a magistrate, has now fully retired and is looking forward to supporting the Guild 

(amongst other organisations) as treasurer. My thanks go to Steve, who has seen the Guild through the 

shaky years and helped us recover our financial position to its current healthy state. I would ask the meeting 

to endorse a vote of thanks for Steve in due course.  

As I await the quote for this year’s Insurance policy from our brokers, I ask any branches that are no longer 

operating or who requested the insurance but no longer need it to let me know before the end of February 

as we are quoted on a branch and member basis.  

As we approach BFFI 2022, I have assumed responsibility for the running of the FDG stand once again in the 

absence of an events manager. We decided to have a much smaller team of volunteers this year, in order to 

more easily comply with any Government, venue or common sense Covid guidance applicable at the time. I 

look forward to seeing our members there.  

I will also be renewing our trade membership agreements and full details of these agreements and relevant 

discounts and codes will be published in the Spring issue of Flydresser.  

I am also working with James, our current webmaster, to find a replacement for him in due course. James is 

standing down due to pressure of work and I offer our thanks for his help in getting the new look website up 

and running and his support in maintaining its operation since. There remains a number of issues not least of 

which is the need for new content and again I ask for members help with this. Any items of fly tying or 

related interests will be considered and a volunteer to maintain the new content would be most happily 

welcomed.  They will not be responsible for site maintenance or any of the app installations, so only a 

moderate amount of technical skill is required – just an appetite to actively source/ receive content from 

others and perhaps occasionally produce something themselves.  

Finally my thanks to all of the Executive Committee members who share the load of running the Guild. 

Because of their support and efforts, I am happy to continue as General Secretary, but if you are interested 

in getting involved in running the Guild in any capacity, or at least talking about how you could help, please 

do get in touch. In the meantime, I look forward to 2022 as a year when we can regain a semblance or 

normality and resume business as usual.  

Chris Reeves 


