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                   Flies and Dressings (2025/26 Competition)

The dressings you must use for the competition flies are set out below, together 
with the images that competition entries will be judged against. 

Novice Trout – Wet Soldier Palmer 

Hook: Standard wet fly hook, #12. 

Thread: Red 8/0 UNI-Thread or 
equivalent. 

Tail: Red wool. 

Rib: Fine gold wire. 

Body: Bright red seal’s fur or substi-
tute. 

Body hackle: Soft red game cock or large 
hen hackle. 

Head hackle: Red game hen hackle. 

Head: Whip finish and varnish. 

Open Trout: Blae and Black 

Hook: Standard wet fly hook, #12. 

Thread: Black 8/0 UNI-Thread or equiv-
alent. 

Tail: Golden pheasant tippet. 

Body: Black floss. 

Rib: Fine silver wire. 

Hackle: Black ‘henny’ cock or hen hackle. 

Wing: Mallard quill slips. 

Head: Whip finish and varnish.

Novice Lure: Viva 

Hook: #12 long shank hook. 

Thread: Black 8/0 UNI-Thread or equiv-
alent. 

Tail: Green floss or wool. 

Rib: Medium silver tinsel (4 turns).  

Body: Black chenille. 

Wing: Black marabou.  

Head: Whip finish and varnish.
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Open Salmon: Silver Stoat 

Hook: Single salmon hook, #8. 

Thread: Black 8/0 UNI-Thread or 
equivalent. 

Tail: Golden pheasant topping. 

Tag: Oval silver tinsel. 

Body: Silver tinsel. 

Rib: Oval silver tinsel. 

Wing: Black squirrel tail. 

Throat hackle: Black cock hackle. 

Head: Whip finish and varnish.

Prize Winners Trout: Grey Wulff 

Hook: 1.5x long shank dry fly #10. 

Thread: Black or grey 8/0 UNI-Thread or equivalent. 

Tail: Natural deer hair (Summer deer is best for this fly).  

Wing: As for the tail. 

Body: Grey fur (muskrat, rabbit or similar).  

Hackle: Blue dun cock hackle. 

 
Note: the wing in the example below is tipped a  
bit too far forward. It should be more upright,  
as indicated by the green line on  
the photograph. 
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Prize Winners Salmon: Beauly Snow Fly 

Hook: 2/0 or 3/0 long shank salmon hook.  

Body: Pale blue seal's fur. 

Rib: Flat, silver tinsel and gold oval tinsel. 

Hackle: Black heron (or large cock hackle) 
over front third of the body.       

 Wing: Peacock herl in strands. 

Head: Orange mohair or wool. 

Dry Fly: Parachute Adams 

Hook: #14 dry fly hook.  

Thread: Black 8/0 UNI-Thread for the 
body and Cobweb 14/0 for the 
parachute (or their equivalent). 

Tail: Mixed grizzle and red-game cock 
hackle fibres. 

Body: Grey fur dubbing. 

Post: White Antron.  

Hackle: Mixed grizzle and red-game cock 
hackle. 

Head: Whip finish and varnish. 
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If the idea of tying dozens of flies to obtain three identical specimens puts you off 
competitions, look up Tim Benn’s excellent article, ‘Prizes and Surprises’ on Donald 
Downs’ advice for tying competition flies, published in the Winter 2012 Flydresser 
and available on the website with the dressings for the competition. Also, do make 
use of the Guild Fly-Tying Awards booklets for help with any unfamiliar tech-
niques and, if you live close to a Branch, take advantage of their tying evenings. 

The Bronze and Silver Guild Awards booklets can be found and downloaded from the 
members’ section of the website, using your name and printed on your membership 
card for the username and your membership number for the password. 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

  

 

 

  

 
Creative Fly 

A fly tied with materials salvaged from outside the fly-tying world  
(other than the hook and tying thread).
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