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FDG Fly-Tying  
Competition 

2023/24 
 
This is the first year in some time that we’ve set the flies for our Fly-Tying 
Competition without David Taylor and we hope we’ve lived up to his rigour 
and standards. We’ve gone back to choosing pattern previously published in 
Flydresser, choosing flies to challenge all levels of ability. Should you have any 
difficulty obtaining any materials, you can seek guidance on suitable substitutes 
from the General Secretary. 

As in previous years, the FDG will provide a trophy and certificate to all 
winners and Veniard have again kindly agreed to provide a prize for the win-
ning entry for each category. Runners-Up will receive a certificate. We are 
hugely grateful to Veniard for their continued generous support, and to our 
Chair Peter Gathercole for agreeing to judge the competition. 

Competition Categories and Flies 

  Category Fly                                                Flydresser issue 

  Novice Trout Simple Shrimp                               Summer 2022 

  Novice Lure Dawsons Olive                              Spring 2022 

  Open Trout Bristol Hopper                               Autumn 2018 

  Open Salmon Geert’s Shrimp                               Autumn 2021 
  Prize Winners Trout Caperer Caddis                              Autumn 2022 

  Prize Winners Salmon De Feo Quilled Stone Nymph        Winter 2018 
  Dry Fly Big Red                                          Winter 2020 

  Creative Fly Any game-changer style lure  

How to Enter 
A brief overview of how to enter is set out below. The full competition rules 
and entry forms can be found on the Guild website, or by sending an s.a.e. to 
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the General Secretary, at the address shown below. Please read the full rules 
and follow the instructions carefully! 

To take part, you must submit three identical samples (tied by yourself ) •
of the fly for the category or categories you wish to enter, placed in a suit-
able clean container (one per category) labelled only with your 
membership number. 

Each entry must be accompanied by a duly completed entry form (one •
form per category). 

Entries must be received by the General Secretary at the address shown •
below by 5:00 p.m. on Saturday 30 March 2023. Ideally, please post ear-
lier as late submissions will not be accepted. 

The Novice Trout and Novice Lure categories are open to tyers who have •
been tying for less than two years and who have not won a prize in a pre-
vious FDG or other national fly-tying competition. 

The Open Trout and Salmon categories are for FDG members who have •
not won or been a runner up in an FDG competition in the relevant Open 
category. 

The Prize Winners categories are only for FDG members who have previ-•
ously won or been a runner up in the corresponding Open category. 

The Dry Fly and Creative categories are open to all FDG members. •

Winners of multiple categories will only receive one prize from Veniard. •
 
Address for the General Secretary: 2 Briar Close, West Byfleet, KT14 6QF. 

  
If the idea of tying dozens of flies to obtain three identical specimens puts you 
off competitions, look up Tim Benn’s excellent article, ‘Prizes and Surprises’ 
on Donald Downs’ advice for tying competition flies, published in the Winter 
2012 Flydresser and available on the website with the dressings for the  
competition. Also, do make use of the Guild Fly-Tying Awards booklets for 
help with any unfamiliar techniques and, if you live close to a Branch, take 
advantage of their tying evenings. 
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Novice Trout – Simple Shrimp 

Hook: Grub hook, e.g. a     
Partridge Patriot Grub 
Heavy K5AY, #12. 

Thread: Red 8/0 UNI-Thread. 
Tail & whisks: Grey partridge fibres. 
Over rib: Clear 6lb breaking 

strength nylon mono- 
filament. 

Shell back: 3mm wide strip of clear 
polythene (e.g. from a 
Grip Lock or similar 
bag).  

Under rib: Fine gold tinsel.  
Body: Hare’s ear or any spiky 

fur dubbing. 

Novice Lure: Dawson’s Olive 

Hook: Long-shank wet fly,  
#8-10  (smaller sizes on 
standard shanks). 

Thread: Your choice (UNI-
Thread 8/0 or similar). 

Tail: Spray of amber 
marabou.  

Rib: Medium silver oval   
tinsel.  

Body: Olive chenille (glazed).  
Throat hackle: Guinea fowl (natural). 
Wing: Spray of olive marabou 

(extending half way 
down the tail).  

Head: Black tying thread.  

Open Trout: Bristol Hopper  
(Wet version) 

Hook: Medium weight 1.5x 
long shank hook such 
as a Partridge Ideal Dry 
(SUD) or Fulling Mill 
All Purpose Medium, # 
12.  

Thread: Black UNI-Thread 8/0 

Flies and Dressings 
The dressings for the set competition flies are listed below, together with the 
images that competition entries will be judged against. Members who do not 
have the relevant issues of Flydresser to refer to will find the relevant articles in 
the Dressings Library, in the members only section of the website.  

Please pay attention to the dressings listed below, as in some cases they are 
slightly different to those included in the original articles and entries will be 
judged against the dressings and photographs below, not the originals. 

Simple Shrimp

Dawson’s Olive
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or similar. 
Body: Seal’s fur.  
Rib: Pearl Mylar tinsel, 

stretched. 
Body: Seal’s fur, equal portions 

of black, red and black. 
Legs: Knotted pheasant tail. 
Head hackle: Black hen hackle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Salmon: Geert’s Shrimp 

Hook: Salmon single heavy or 
normal iron, # 2.    

Thread: White 8/0 to start with, 
then red for the head.   

Tag: Orange-hued copper 
wire.   

Feelers / legs: A wood duck feather 
and a golden pheasant 
tippet. 

Rib: Two strands of fine oval 
gold tinsel and two 
strands of fine orange-
hued copper wire 
twisted together to 
form a four-strand rope.  

Body: Orange fur for both 
sections. Racoon under-
fur was used for the 
featured fly but seal’s 
fur can be used instead.   

Central hackle: Well-marked badger 
cock hackle, dyed yellow.  

Collar hackle: Orange cock hackle.  
Front hackle: Well-marked badger 

cock hackle, dyed  
yellow. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prize Winners Trout –  
Caperer Caddis 

Hook: Strong dry fly hook, 
e.g. Tiemco 
TMC900BL black bar-
bless  or similar, #12. 

Thread: Tan UNI-Thread 8/0 
or similar.  

Body, head: Cinnamon or tan snow-
shoe rabbit dubbing or 
similar.  

Underwing : Four tan CDC feathers, 
no need for select / 
large sizes. 

Wing: Mottled cinnamon hen, 
coated with Diamond 
Fine Flex UV-cured 
resin or similar. 

Horns: For simplicity, we ask 
that competitors follow 
Stuart’s alternative sug-
gestion of using 
stripped feather rachis 
like the Goddard. 

Geert’s Shrimp

Bristol Hopper

Caperer Caddis
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Prize Winners Salmon -  
De Feo Quilled Stone Nymph 

Hook: Low water salmon or 
long shank trout hook, 
#10-12. 

Thread: Red 8/0 UNI-Thread 
or similar. 

Tag: Flat silver tinsel. 
Tail: Three fibres of grey 

heron or substitute. 
Body: One white and one 

brown moose body  
hair, together with  
fine copper wire, 
wound together over  
a green floss body. 

Lemon: Lemon wood duck 
fibres. 

Hackle: Light sandy dun cock 
hackle. 

Dry Fly – Big Red 

Hook: Kamasan B170 Trout 
Medium Traditional, 
#10 or similar). 

Thread: To match the body 
colour. 

Breathers and White Polypropylene 
yarn or Glo Brite  
Multi Yarn. 

Rib: Fine wire, silver or gold 
depending on body 
colour. 

Body: Finely dubbed seal’s fur. 
Hackle: Soft cock or natural  

furnace hen.
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wingpost:

De Feo Quilled 
Stone Nymph

Big Red
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