
FDG Chair’s Report  

 
2021 was an eventful year if for the wrong reason as the restrictions designed to reduce 

the spread of Covid were reimposed, at least to a degree. The silver lining to our cloud 

was, as last year, that as fly-fishers and fly-tyers we did fare better than some, having 

very few restrictions on our pastime though that wasn’t necessarily the case in our 

working lives. 
 

It seems that working from home has seen quite a few of us spend more of our leisure 

time at the vice the result being that, at least for a while, the Guild’s Fly-Tying Awards 

programme showed a noticeable uplift especially in the Silver and Gold categories and I 

would like to thank those experienced members who gave their time mentoring the 
applicants.  

 

Unfortunately, where the restrictions have had a deleterious effect on the Guild concerns 

in situ Branch meetings. Their curtailment has hit this vital link between members, one 

which provided support and encouragement especially for those who had recently joined 
with the purpose of learning fly-tying. However all was not lost, due largely to modern 

technology. I have to thank, both from a personal perspective and on behalf of the Guild, 

those Branch officials and tutors who took it upon themselves to offer their members 

tuition and a general point of contact by using Zoom.  

 
Over the past twelve months the number of Guild members has reduced a little sadly in 

part due to members dying but also due to the lack of normal club activity and to the 

reduction of recruiting possibilities, most notably the cancelling in 2021 of the BFFI. 

That the numbers haven’t fallen further is in no small part down to the hard work of our 

Branch officials. On the plus side our finances remain healthy though given the rising 
cost of printing and posting our Flydresser journal and other Guild expenditure we need 

to keep a close eye on things.  

 

The 2021 John Watts annual boat competition, again fished at Draycote Water, was a 

tremendous success with plenty of trout being caught and I am pleased to report that I 
was fortunate to have fished with Ian Watts who was not only the individual winner but 

as a member of the North Kent Branch was also part of the winning team. It was a real 

pleasure to share a boat with Ian and although I didn’t catch quite as many fish as he did 

I’d like to think that my encouragement and witty banter played no small part in his 

success. True, I did happen to cast over his line at one point but, in my defence, I’m sure 
that just made him all the more determined to win. 

 

While it was a great day with very few blanks recorded the event was tinged with a 

degree of sadness for at the after-match presentation it was announced that John, who had 

been ill for some time, had passed away only a few weeks before. Incredibly this was the 
46th year that the John Watts had been fished and future events will surely serve as a 



wonderful reminder of John’s legacy to the Guild. I would like to take this opportunity to 

again offer our condolences to his wife and family. 
 

It seems that the restrictions imposed upon us are largely coming to an end and without 

trying to labour the Covid issue too much I sincerely hope that Branch meetings can once 

more become part of our regular activities. The online meetings have worked well, 

indeed in some instances they have had a distinct advantage, allowing Guild members to 
enjoy evenings with expert tyers from around the world. However good though, they are 

no substitute for the “real thing” where members can talk face to face and most 

importantly encourage new recruits even if this does require a greater effort to organise. 

It may even be that the meetings can become a hybrid of digital and physical taking 

advantage of both. 
 

As many of us are aware, the strength of the Guild springs from the various Branches and 

the grassroots support they enjoy. Unfortunately the restrictions over meetings plus an 

understandable wariness of coming into close proximity with others has meant that the 

usual personal approach might take a while to return. Although I’ve come to despise the 
phrase “New Normal” I sincerely hope that most of the things we previously took for 

granted will return. So it is with that thought that I look to the future of the Guild with a 

degree of guarded optimism. 

 

 
Peter Gathercole 

Chair 


